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pious Chriſtians under their Paſtoral care; * 


The now Letters, * 
„ in Defence of Divine Nb 
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Temd it is expected, that in this Preface 1 


ſhouid defend the conduct of thoſe brethren of 


the Relief preſbytery of Dyſart, who have ap- 
peared in oppoſition to the errors and unfaunded 
charges contained in Mr. Smith's publications. 


On this ſubject, there is no need tor ſaying much. 


If they contain many and dangerous errors, con- 


trary to the holy Scriptures, ànd our ex lanatory 
ſtandards, every ſerious Chriſtian muſt ſee it was 


our duty to endeavour, by gentle meaſures, to 


recover him from the error of his way. That 


they do contain theſe, the following Letters will 
ſhow, with, alas! too much ſtrength of evidence. 


It is very true, Mr. Smith has accuſed the preſ- 


bytery, both in private letters, as having per- 


ſecuted him for having publifſied the moſt ortho- 


dox ſentiments, and alſo in the ſynod, for having 


acted irregularly toward him: but, as he hath 


made no attack upon us before the W in our 


judicial capacity, I think it improper to trouble 
my readers with ſaying any thing more in our 
defence, except that Mr. S. knows 1 have by far 
too much to ſay. 

The following Letters were begun 3 two 
months before I heard of Mr. Smith's attempt to 
betray the ſacred truſt committed to him by the 
preſbytery, chiefly with the view of preventing, 
as far as I could, the baneful influence of his per- 


nicious errors, after other means had failed. I 


wiſhed allo to rouſe the attention of ſome of my 
prethren of the Relief ſynod to a more careful 
| peruſal 


, 114 5 
nd. 


4 


peru of this author's writings, than I had rea- £ 


on to believe had been formerly given to them; 
perſuaded, that the friendſhip which was ſhewn 
him did not ariſe from an agreement of ſenti- 
ment, but from a perſuaſion that his publications 


did not Fonemn errors contrary to the word of 


God. I 
It was at the earneſt nates of 3 of 


my brethren in the miniſtry, that I undertook 
to lay open the nature and tendency of the prin- 
ciples advanced by Mr. S. and their opinion con- 
tinues the ſame, though Mr. S. hath gone into 


the ſcheme of the chapel of eaſe. His pamphlets 
are not the leſs likely to be read on this account ; 
and therefore the reaſon .of theſe Letters ſeeing | 


the light is as ſtrong as ever. Unleſs Mr. S. ts 


greatly changed, I have realon to expect that I 
ſhall be treated with the ſame contempt and miſ- 
repreſentation with which I have, on ſome occa- . 
ſions, been treated already, as well as others of 


my brethren. But as this meets me in ſupport 


of the truths and laws of Jeſus, I glory in ſhame: 

and I truſt no provocation ſhall induce me to re- 
taliate. If Mr. S. thinks proper to reply with 
the argument of a man, and in the ſpirit of a 
Chriſtian, I ſhall conſider of the propriety of an 
anſwer. It diſgraces the dignity of our office, to 
contend for divine truth with e WEN of un- 


righteouſneſs. 


I hope I have written from a good will to the 
glory of God. I commit what I have faid 
into his hands for a bleſſing, with whom is the 
reſidue of the 8 5 | 


GENE- 


+... 


GENERAL CONTENTS, - 


Letter I. is an introduction to the reſt, 


Let. II. contains Mr. S.'s argument againſt vin- 
dictive juſtice belonging to the nature of God, 
and his agreement with: Socinians on that ſab- 
jet. It alſo ſhows, that, on the ſubje& of the 
demerit of in, Socinus was orthodox, but Mr. 
S. erroneous. | . 


Let. III. contains an argument from the perfec- 
tion of God's nature, in ſupport of the doctrine 
of vindictive Juſtice. 


Let. IV, contains evidence from the bobs Scrip- 
ture, that it is eſſential to. the nature of God 
to puniſh fin, 


Let. V. points out our author's erroneous ac- 
count of the conſtituent parts of a divine 
law, and contains proof that the penalty is no 
conſtituent part thereof. 


Let. VI. ſhows, that the ſupreme deſign of God 

in the giving of his law, was not the welfare 
of his ſubjects, but his own glory; and that 
man's happineſs is only in ſubordination to 
this, as to his ſovereign wiſdom ſeems meet. - 


Loet. VII. contains clear, abundant, and deciſive 
evidence of this great truth from the holy 
Scriptures, 

Let. 


. 
Let. VIII. ſhows, that the obedience of our Lord 
eſus Chriſt unto death is the true cauſe of all 
that happineſs which the ſons of God find in 
keeping his commandments; and therefore 
Mr. Smith's doctrine, that this happineſs is 
cauſed by their obedience,” as the eating of 
wholeſome food is the cauſe of pleaſure, and of 
happy effects on our conſtitution, is dangerous, 
and tends to undermine the goſpel. 


Let. IX. ſhews, that as God never gave laws to 
men, of the nature which Mr. S. teaches, it is 
impoſſible they could be broken; and conſe- 
_ quently impoſſible that Jeſus Chriſt could 
make any atonement for the tranſgreſſion of 
them. | 


Let. X. ftates the true nature of the atonement 
of Chriſt, and evidence of it from the Nord or 
God. | 


Let. XI. ſhews the impiety of teaching, that, in 
the penalty of all mankind being made finners, 
and ſubjected to death by the diſobedience of 
the firſt man, we are directed chiefly to Wald 
the marvellous goodneſs of God. | 


Det XIE. contains evidence, from Scripture and 

from fact, that Mr. S.'s doctrine is falſe, name- 
ly, that it is not difficult to perſuade men to 

ſeek juſtification by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 

It is alſo ſhewn, that he hath made a very 
groſs miſapplication of Titus 11. 8. to prove 
another unſcriptural doctrine, namely, that the 
preacher ought chiefly to dwell on inducing 
men to PN Chriſt 8 NT 85 | 


7 dts 


4 
Let. XIII. ſhews, that though it is the intention 
of Chriſt to have all his followers conformed to 
himſelf in holineſs, yet it is the preaching of 
the goſpel that he hath appointed for promot- 
ing this conformity, as it furniſhes the con- 
ſtraining motives, and ſecures the great effi- 
cient, the Holy Spirit. Mr. S.'s finding fault 
with oppoſing the goſpel to the law, and his 
aſſigning the defence of hearing nothing other 
than the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, as 
the cauſe of men being filled with ſpiritual 
pride, and many other ſins, are alſo conſidered, 
and ſhewn to be groundleſs. 
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LETTER I. 


ber 4 Salas 4nd Fellow Chri Hhians, 


T 18 with great concern that I find myſelf | 
called upon to take up my pen to oppoſe Mr. 
James Smith, late miniſter of the Relief congre- 
gation at Dunfermline, in the principles which 
he hath thought proper to publiſh to the world. , 
I ordained him to the holy miniſtry. Often he 


5 hath called me father, and I have felt, and ſtill 


feel, the tender tie ; but I am bound to ſacrifice 
the feelings of a father to my duty as a miniſter 
of the goſpel. 

"I have ſometimes read, with . the 
exalted character which Moſes gives of the tribe 
of Levi; and I have felt an ambition to form a 
part of my conduct in the miniſtry upon it. Of 
theſe venerable miniſters of God's ſanctuary we 
are told, Deut. xxxlli, that they faid unto their 
father and their mother, I have not ſeen him: 
neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor 
knew his own children.” 

Aaron had made a calf of gold, and Iſrael had 
| worſhipped it. At the command of God Moſes 
| ſtood in the gate of the camp, and ſaid, © who is 
on the Lord's ſide ; let him come unto me. And 
all the ſons of Levi gathered themſelves unto 
him; and he ſaid unto them, Thus faith the 
Lord God of Iſrael, put . man his ſword by 

* his 


Mo ca rare ns re 


de 


his ſide; and go in and out, from gate to gate, 


throughout the camp, and ſlay every man his 
brother, and every man his companion, and every 
man his neighbour.” Rs 

Trying commands to the human heart! Yet 
oe children of Levi did according to the word of 
Moſes ; And there fell of the people, that day, 
about three thonſand men.“ Natural affeQion 
and ſocial endearments were all ſacrificed to their 
duty to God. Our warmeſt gratitude is due to 
him; becauſe he doth not, in theſe days of his 
gracious government, require of the miniſters of 
the goſpel this ſevere teſt of their fidelity. Put 
up thy ſword,” faid the King of kings to his 
apoſtle Peter; # Tf my kingdom were of this 


| world, then would my feryants fight; but now 
is my kingdom' not from hence.” N evertheleſs, 


mow, as well as then, God commands us to know 
no man after the fleſh. If we would prove our- 
ſelves his holy ones, with whom is his Thum 
mim and Urim, we muſt ſay, even to our ſons 
whom we have ordained, We know them not.” 

We muſt now gird on our ſword; but it muſt be 
the ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 


With this weapon of rightęouſneſs dipped in the 


oil of love to God, and to my erring ſon, I deſire 
to enter the fie! d of controverſy. It is thorny, 
as it is long fince Mr. Smith gave a challenge to 


the Calviniſts. In tenderneſs to him, I have de- 


clined it, hoping that, by the gentle means which 
have been tried, he might be recovered from the 
error of his way. Theſe have been uſed, alas 
in vain. TI accept of his challenge now, not pro- 


perly to oppoſe him; I wiſh him all happineſs ; : 


but to . many e which he hath ad- 
| vanced 


( ww) 

vanced in his publications en to the holy 
Scriptures. d 

His Carnal Man' 8 Character hath made the 
greateſt noiſe, and given the greateſt alarm. to 
the Chriſtians under the inſpection of the Relief 
preſbytery of Dyſart ; but his performance on the 
Nature, Necellity, and Defign, of the Sufferings 
of Chriſt, is filled with the moſt deadly poiſon, as 
it contains doctrines contrary to the true nature 
of God; to his holy law, in the nature and de- 
lign of is; and to the atonement of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. A 
I propoſe at prifextie to confine: my obſervations 
chiefly to the contents of this publication. If 
the Chriſtians who find themſelves intereſted in 
the ſubjects, think proper to give encouragement 
to the following letters, it may be an inducement 
to confider the Carnal Man's Character and Sup- 
plement afterward, I begin, in my next, by ttat- 
inge our — doctrine on the juſtice of God. 


4 am 1 your humble ſervant, 


8 SIMPSON, 


"OO N 


> Dip B tel Oe. 


Our author, in writing again the Calviniſtic 
view of the juſtice of God's nature reſpecting the 
puniſhment of fin, exprefies himſelf in the follow- 
ing manner, p. 29,30. When God's juſtice is re- 
* preſented as relentleſs, inflexible, and vindictive, 
| D2 „ exrtart= 
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extorting from the Surety the whole debt which 
the ſons of men had contracted, before he would: 
conſent. to forgive the guilty, we then loſe 


* ſight of every other perfection, and the chief 
deſign of puniſhment. Thus we ſee that the 


ohſervation of a learned author, Dr. M*G11l, 
though juſt, as it reſpects the miſrepreſenta- 


tions of men, . hath no foundation in the doc- 


trine itſelf,” | Many repreſent the Father 
acting according to the rules of a rigorous and 
inflexible juſtice, or rather an implacable ven- 
geance; as one who would never have had com- 
paſſion on the guilty, unleſs it had been reluc- 
tantly extorted by a third party; and who ne- 


ver would have ſhewn the leaſt favour, without 


the payment of a full equivalent.” This laſt 


ſentence is our author's quotation from Dr. M*Gill 
on Chriſt's ſufferings. - Again, in p. 52, 53, Mr. 


8. 


«6. 
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ſays, © The advocates for Chriſt's atonement 
have injured the cauſe they meant to ſupport, 
by producing inconcluſive arguments as the 


chief proof. To ſerve a purpoſe in our ſyſ- 


tems, divines are pleaſed to ſay, that there is 
a juſtice eſſential to God, which they call in- 
flexible, rigorous, and vindictive. This ſup- 
poſed attribute is placed in direct oppoſition to 
mercy and love. Hence ſome have deſcribed 
ſad ſtrife and contention among the Divine 
perfections. They do not conſider that there 
are no contrary principles in Deity, and that 


mercy. and love are more amiable and benefi- 


cial to us, that their operations are guided 
by wiſdom and juſtice. Whatever is ſaid of 
juſtice muſt be conſidered as ſaid of God acting 


„ , then our God is inflexible, ri- 


gorous, 


* 


juſtiy; and if God's juſtice be, what many 


C3) 


% gorous and vindictive; the en reverſe of wen! 

is ſaid in the Scriptures.” Tio wo 1 0 
From theſe paſſages it appears that Dr. M*Gill: 
and our author apply the word; extorting to two 
caſes perfectly oppoſite, the Doctor, to Chriſt's ex 
torting compaſſion from his Father, and our 
author to the Father extorting from Chriſt the 
whole debt. But Mr Smith knows this words is 
not uſed in our ſyſtems. It is inſidiouſly made 
uſe of by the opponents of the Calviniſt doctrins. 
to mark it with a brand of infamy. And it hath 
no appearance of candour in an author to repre- 
ſent the doctrine of our ſyſtems in words which 
convey. ideas inconſiſtent with that doctrine. 1. 
am ſorry to find Mr. Smith guilty here. Extor- 
tion is, itſelf, an act of injuſtice, and therefore it is 
impollible either that Chriſt could extort compaſ- 
ſion from his Father, or that the Father could 
extort the whole debt from Chriſt, in order to for- 
giveneſs. The word in our ſyſtems, as applied to 
the ſatisfaction required by the Father, is, exacted, 
or ſome other of like ſignification. But it is not 
to the uſe of an improper word, that our author's 
argument ſtands oppoſed : It is, to the Father 
exacting the payment of the whole debt by Jeſus 
Chriſt. In p. 29, he ſays, the view which he gives 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt, * ſhews us the impro- 
« priety of maintaining, that all the puniſhment: 
„ which many millions had incurred, was inflic- 
ted upon him; ſuch a puniſhment would nei- 
« ther have been an illuſtration of the penalty, 
nor any proper emblem of what individuals had 
to expect.“ From theſe quotations, taken 
from our author, it appears manifeſt to me, that 
he conſiders the nature of the divine juſtice, as 
deſcribed 1 in our ſyſtems to be, that in God, which 
| bound 
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C. 14 } 5 | 
bound him to exact from the ſurety the whole 
debt, which many millions had contracted, be- 
fore he would conſent to for fn the guilty—That 
he denies this to be the trath—that in his judge- 
ment it is incompatible with every other perfec- 
tion of God; and the very reverſe of what the 
1 8 5 ſeripture teaches—that he _ with, and de- 
| = fends Dr. M. Gill on this ſa jec. and that the 
| chief defign of puniſhment had ſomething elle in 
14 | view than to ſatisfy this juſtice. | | 
11 Francis Turretine, that able and learned chains | 
1 pion for Calviniſm tells us, that the conſtant 
'% doctrine of the orthodox is, that Chriſt zruly and 
herfectiy ſatisfied the divine; juſtice for all our ſins, 
and' that his doing ſo was of ſuch abſolute neceſ- 
ſity, that without it we could have no hope, 
either of the remiſfion of ſins, or of ſalvation and 
cCc.ternal life.” He adds, “ this doctrine the Papiſts 
f deny in an indirect manner—the Arminians art-/ 
fully undermine it—but the ' Socinians - openly 
and keenly oppoſe it, p. 6. concerning the neceſ- 
ſity. of the ſufferings of Chriſt. It is painful to 
find, that this author hath deſerted the ſtandard 
af divine truth, and ranked himſelf with Soeinus 
in denying a juſtice of this nature as belonging to 
God. And it is, painful to find, that when he 
_ feared an inveſtigation of his principles by the 
friends of truth, inſtead of a manly defence ov a 
penitent recantation, he baſely ſheltered himſelf 
under a flagrant untruth, by telling his readers, 
p. 24, of his letters; That to the utmoſt of his 
power he guarded againſt contradicting our ſtand- 
I {4 ards ; and in the ſubjects which he publiſhed, | 
| | |: ſaw no reaſon to depart from the opinions of our 
N | fathers as to doctrines.“ It is impoſſible for me to 
oops theſe aſſertions, becauſe in his eſſay, on 
8 n 
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1s ) 
confeſſing the 1 publiſhed in the year 1784, 
he.inveighs with much ſeverity againſt the popu- 


lar ſyſtems compoſed by our fathers in times of 
ignorance, and againſt thoſe who ſupport them. 


He gives us alfo to underſtand, that he has dig- 


ged a pearl out of the holy Scriptures, which has 


long been buried under the errors and traditions 


of his fathers. It is to be lamented, that though 


Mr S. agrees with Socinus in this, that there is no 


juſtice in God, that required from Jeſus Chriſt the 


ola debt which many millions had incurred, 
yet he goes far beyond Socinus in another error, 


immediately connected with this ſubject; or I 
ſhould rather ſay Socinus appears to be ortho- 
dox, but Mr Smith erroneous, to a great de- 
gree. Though Socinus denied that there is any 
juftice in God requiring full ſatisfaction for ſin, 
yet he admitted, that our fins deſerved, according 
to juſtice, to be punithed; only, he contended, that 
God both could and did paſs from puniſhing, ac- 


_ cording to what fin deferved; I affirm, ſaid that 


author, in his book De Servatore,* That Jeſus Chriſt 
neither ſatisfied divine juſtice, according to which 
we deſerved to be condemned for our fins, nor 
was there any need that he ſnould do ſo.“ Here 
it is admitted by Socinus, that our ſins deſerv- 
ed, according to juſtice, to be puniſhed. And 


J doubt not but he believed that ſin conſiſt- 


ed in tranſgreſſing the commands of God. But 


Mr. S. has gone the length of teaching, that God's 


commands do not bind to obedience apart from 
an arbitrary penalty, flowing from God's law, 
p. 45. devited by God's wifdom, p. 29. and an- 
nexed ro the command, for the ſole purpoſe of 
eſtabliſhing his authority and enforcing obedience, 
P. 20, and by conſequence, that there is no fin in 

tranſ- 
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4 
tranſgreſſing them, apart from this penalty. A 
few ſentences will make this clear. Two things, 


he ſays, p. 19. are neceſſary to conſtitute a law: 


Firſt, That it be enacted by one, poſſeſſed of legiſ- 
lative authority: Secondly, That the command 


be enforced with a proper ſanction.“ Now, if the 


ſanction is neceſſary to give the command the 
force of a law, then the command 1s not law with- 
out that ſanction; and if it is not law, it doth not 
bind to obedience; and if it doth not bind to obe- 


dience, then we cannot commit fin, by acting 


contrary to it; for where there is no law, there 
can be no tranſgreſſion; and if there be no tranſ- 
greſſion, there can be no deſert of puniſnment; 
and if no deſert, no juſtice in puniſhing. And 
thus it comes out at laſt, that whereas Socinus ad- 


mits our fins deſerve puniſhment according to juſ- 


tice, Mr S. denies that the tranſgreſſion of the 
mere command is ſin, and conſequently cannot 
in juſtice be puniſhed. Thus he ſtabs the doc- 


trine of our Lord's atonement in the heart, and 

with hands embrued in his blood, he gives us, in its 

place, a mock atonement. He uſes, indeed, the 

words atonement, propitiation, and the like; but 
either he uſes them in a ſenſe contrary to his true 
ſcheme, when he is off his guard, or he affixes 

ideas to them, diametrically oppoſite to their 
meaning in the word of God, as we ſhall have oc- 
caſion to ſhow in its proper place. 


5 I am, your's, &c. 
AEX. SIMPSON. 
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LETTER BL... 


Rev. and dear Brethren, &c. 


OUR author calls vindictive juſtice a ſuppuſed 
attribute, and he ſays it is placed in direct oppo- 
fition to mercy and love. But it is to be obſerv- 


cd, that it is not Calviniſts, but Socinians and their 
abettors, who place it in direct oppoſition to merc y 


and love. Indeed they place it ſo directly oppoſite 


to mercy and love, that they deny they can exiſt 


together in the divine mind; and therefore they 
deny that it is any part of God's nature. But 
though ſome Calviniſt divines, to accommodate 
themſelves to common underſtandings, ſtate the 


claims which juſtice and faithfulneſs and mercy 


might be ſuppoſed to make apart each from the 
other; yet this is done in order to fhew how per- 
fectly, upon their ſcheme, they harmonize in the 


atonement made by the Son of God. The guilt, 


therefore, of placing them in oppoſition, belongs 
. to Mr a S. and his friend, We itand acquitted of 
the charge. That vindictive juſtice really belongs 
to the divine nature, I proceed to prove, trom two 
great ſources of evidence, reaſon, and revelation. 


I begin with a principle of intuitive evidence, at 


leaſt it appears ſo to me. An intelligent being 
ought to regard intelligent being according to 
the kind and degree of natural and moral perfec- 
rion of which intelligent being is poſſeſſed. If, 
therefore, there is an intelligent being, who poſ- 
ſeſſes ſo much natural 1 perfection, that 
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would be an immoral act. 


mandment. 
be ſupremely eſteemed and” loved and obeyed, 
then it muſt be wrong not to eſteem, and love, and 


63869 


in compariſon of him all other perfection is as no- 


thing ; that being ought to regard himſelf infi- 
nitely more thap all other perfection put together, 
This, in my view, is unertring rectitude. But 
1 is that Being. And he aſſures us him- 
elf that he is. The nations are as the drops of 
a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the 
balance. All nations before him are as nothin 
and they are counted to him leſs than nothing 
and yanity.” If. xl. 15. 1 

If, therefore, God did not regard Blreſelf . 


: nitely # more than all his univerſe taken together, he 


would not do what is right and fit to be done. If 
he regarded” his univerſe more than himfelf, he 
would prefer ſo many graſshoppers, ſo many drops 
of a bucket, ſo many duſts on a balance, to infin- 
ite, eternal, and unchangeable being and perfec- 
tion. But this] is impoſſible for him to do. This 

It would be doing 
what he forbids his intelligent creatures to do. It 
would be exalting the creature, by his own act, 
above the infinitely perfect Creator. 

Again, if God's infinite perfection entitle him 
to the infinite eſteem and love of himſelf, it muſt 
entitle him. to the ſupreme eſteem and love of his 
intelligent creatures. And if he is entitled to it 
from the perfection of his nature, he cannot 
but require it from the perfection of his will; and 
Jo he doth. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, hex with 
all thy mind.“ This is the firſt and great com- 
Now, if it be right that God ſhould . 


obey him. If the great commandment is to love 


| wad ſerve God, the great tranſgreſſion muſt be 


not 


( 29) 


not tb love nor ſerve God: It is doing wrong to 
inſinite perfection. It is not able, indeed, to im- 
pair the being, perfections, or bleſſedneſs of God; 
but this doth not ariſe from its hateful nature and 
tendeney, but from the independent perfection 
of God; juſt as it is not owing tothe nature of a 
little paſſion that it doth not kill a man, but to 


tlie ſtrengthof his conſtitution, which overcomes it. 


If then it is wrong, wrong of the very worſt kind, 
God cannot but diſapprove of it. It cannot but 
be diſpleaſing to him, to find that his infinite glo- 
ries arè hated and contemned by his creatures, 

and linful defire preferred to him. And if he 
Cannot but be diſpleaſed, he cannot but manifeſt 

that diſpleaſure in ſuitable acts, ſeeing he cannot 
act any otherwiſe than in an agregableneſs to his 
nature... 

But the proper acts in which God manifeſts his 
diſpleaſure againſt fin muſt be in acts of puniſh- 
ment, for theſe are the proper acts that manifeſt 
the infinite contrariety of his nature to fin. Thi 
is tlie vindictive juſtice of God. And for the 
fame reaſon; tliat he maſt manifeſt is diſpleaſure 
againſt; fin, he muſt do it to tlie uttermoſt, that 
every kind and every degree of fin deſerves, be- 
cauſe it is his nature that leads him to puniſh, and 
that nature muſt puniſſi one ſin as well as another, 
and this is the rigour of his juſtice; it cannot diſ 
penſe with kind or degree of tranlgreſlion; ; ant 
it muſt be inflexible, becauſe his nature is always 
the ſame. Thus it appears, that the juſtice which 
belongs to the nature of God, is that perfection in 
him, by which he is neceſſarily led to treat intel- 
ligent beings, according to their nature, their qua- 
lities, and their actions. It leads him to conduct 
himſelf toward himſelf, according to what he 
| CG 2 _ Kriows 


f ee } 

| knows himſelf to be, and to conduct himſelf to- 
wards his intelligent offspring, according to what 
he knows them to be. It is the guardian of dei- 
ty; firſt, becauſe he is all, and his creatures as no- 
thing before him, and neceſſarily maintains and 
vindicates his rights agaimfſt all invaders. This 
argument will derive invincible force from what 
E ſhall lay mere ”__ in 1 next, from the Oy 
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Ix; denying the received doctrine among Calviti. 
Mts, contained in our explanatory ſtandards of the 
holy Scriptules, Mr S. has thought proper to aſ- 
ſert, that whatever is ſaid of God's juſtice muſt be 
confidered as ſaid of God acting juſtly. The mag- 
nitude of this error is not ſeen at firſt by common 
Chriſtians, becauſe they are not aware of that to 

which onr author oppoſes it, nor of the unſcrip- 
tural ſcheme of doctrine which it is intended to 
ſupport. This aſſertion of his is made to overturn 
our doctrine, which we believe to be taught in 
the holy Seriptures, that there is a juſtice: in God's 
nature, which neceſſarily leads him to puniſh fin ; 
and that his doing ſo does not depend upon an 
12 0 apbointmenl. Aud it is intended in ſup- 


port 


Coy 


port * this 1 propoſition, that that juf- 
tice of God that 1s concerned in the puniſhment 
of ſin, is conſequent upon an arbitrary appoint- 
ment of wiſdom ſpringing from love, fixing upon a 
penalty, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing God's 
authority, and enforcing / obedience for man's 
happineſs. ' The evil of this error then conſiſts in 
its direct contrariety to the teſtimony of the holy 
Spirit, who aſſerts, that God is juſt in his nature, 
as well as in his actions. It is a denial of that to 
be truth, which cannot poſſibly but be truth; 
and it is done to ſupport a chimerical ſyſtem of 
divine government, which is infinitely unworthy 
of God, and cannot poffibly have exiſtence, as 
long as God continues to be unchangeable. 
One would think a little reflexion would lead a 
man of plain ſenſe to conclude, that the acts of 
the divine Being muſt proceed from his nature. 
And whoever looks into the holy Scriptures with 
care, muſt find that Jehovah is ſaid to be righ- 
teous in his nature, as well as in his acts. And 
if ſo, then I am guilty of giving God himſelf 
the lie; if I ſay whatever is ſaid of his juſtice; 
_ muſt be conſidered as ſaid of him acting juſtly. I 
might with as much propriety ſay, whatever is 
| ſpoken of God's wiſdom, muſt be conſidered as 
ken of God acting wiſely, as ſay, whatever is 
faid of his juſtice, muſt be conſidered as faid of 
God acting juſtly. God's infinitely holy nature 
cannot poſſibly be indifferent to fin, or to the pu- 
niſhment of it, till once a penalty, ſpringing from 
love, and deviſed by wiſdom, be fixed upon as the 
puniſhment; as God is infinitely perfect, enmity 
againſt him muſt be an infinite evil, and muſt de- 
ſerve an infinite puniſhment. The demerit of 
= 9 59 5 airy nk no mas te arbt- 
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trary appointment, making it an evil, deferring 


more or: leſs puniſhment, juſt ias iſdom thinks 
proper. God is as meceſſarily juſt as he is necel> 


ſarily wife. In Deut. XXXIi. 3,4. Moſes informs 
us, that God is A God of truth, and without 
iniquity, uli and right is he.“ Lam as much war- 
ranted from theſe words, to believe that there is 
a, juſtice which belongs to the; nature of God, 

antecedent to his e as I am Warranted to 


believe, there is à veracity and a, holineſs 


which belong to his nature, antecedent: to; the 
truth of his 1 information, and the purity of his 


acts. And from this juſtice: he is led to re- 


pay fin. He aſſures us himſelf, he will in no 
wile. acquit the guilty: That is, even) where he 
forgives iniquity, tranſgreſlion and ſin, he will not 
do it without puniſhing, on account of it. Vet 
this puniſhment ought OB to; be repreſented as 
the effect of an implacable vengeance. This is a 
fort of fury which cannot poſſibly be in God. 
Implacable vengeange, as conceive of it, is a fus 
rious impulſe, heated in the moments of appre- 
hended injury, and rolls impetuouſly over reaſon; 


juſtice, intereſt, and every other conſideration, to 


overwhelm its object in deſtruction, or ſettles 
in the breaſt, until a proper opportunity offer it- 


ſelf; when, like a. ſavage, it gluts itſelf with the - 


blood of him Who did the wrong, though at the 
riſk of its own ruin; Vindictive juſtice takes u 

pleaſure in the miſery of its object. Vet it can- 
not but puniſh, becaule that is an act of juſtice; 


even though it make miſerable for ever. Its om 


niſcient eye ſees that the puniſhment is deſerve 
by the demerit of tranſgreſſion. A righteousearth- 


1y judge cannot but pronounce ſentence of death 


on a murderer as juſt, though he takes no plea- 
ſure in the death of the man. His conſcience 
tells 


'( 23 9) 


tells him the crime deſerves it. Why then ſhould 
men attempt to blacken that glorious perfection 
of God, which neceſſarily leads him to diſtinguiſh 
between the righteous and the wicked, with the 
odious epithets of revenge, paſſion, implacable 
vengeance, and the like? If we ſaw divine things 
as the ſaints do in heaven, we would doubtleſs be 
convinced, that there is an infinitely greater fit> 
neſs in puniſhing what is committed againft God, 
than in ſhedding the blood of him by whom 
man's blood hath been ſhed. ©: God calls the pu- 
nithment of a ſin'a repaying of a thing, and that 
ought to be done ; and repayeth them that hate 
him to their face, to deftroy them; He will 
not be ſlack to him that hateth him; he will re- 
pay him to his face.“ Deut. vii. 10. | | 

Mr. Smith quotes a paſſage, in e God 
ſays, Fury is not in me,” to prove, that paſ- 
ſion and revenge do not belong to the nature 
of God, as theſe are in mortal men. If, by vin- 
dictive juſtice, Calviniſts meant the fame thing 
in God as theſe are in men, there would have 
been ſome propriety in his obſervation ; but. there 
is no more force in theſe words, Fury is not in 
me,” to prove that there is no paſſion in God, 
than there is in theſe words, © God 1s furious,” to 
prove that there is. - It muft be from ſome other 
confiderations that our concluſions muſt be 
drawn, otherwiſe we muſt make the holy Scrip- 
tures an heap of contradictions. When God ſays, 

« Fury is not in me, he intends the expreſſion 
toward his vineyard of red wine, that is, his 
church, againſt which he hath no vindictive juſ- 
tiee, that being appeaſed by what their Surety 
hath ſuffered. But, in the Old Teſtament, fury 
Is" — to be in Cod againſt his enemies abaut 
fixty 


is {C #24 .)) 


arty. times. This muſt mean ſomething, It 
cannot mean implacable vengeance, or boiling 
paſſion. But, as fury is paſſion in the height of 
its rage, boiling over the boundaries of - reaſon 
and religion, and ſatisfied with nothing but gra- 
tification ; and ſeeing God is infinitely free of all 
perturbation of heart, I think fury, as he apples 
It to himſelf, muſt mean, that the puniſhment of 
fin is as neceſſary an effect of the infinite purity | 
of his nature, as the gratification of fury is ne- 

_ cefſarily ſought after by that rage of the heart. 
In full concord with this doctrine, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that there is not a ſingle inſtance known 

to us Where man or angel hath ſinned, but pu- 

niſhment certainly follows. The prophet Na- 
hum tells us the reaſon, agreeable to what I have 

| advanced; Nahum i. 2. God is jealous, and 

=! the Lord revengeth. 'The Lord revengeth, and 

| is furious. The Lord will take vengeance on his 

| 


rr r =27 — 
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adverſaries, and he reſerveth wrath for his ene- 
mies. The Lord is flow to anger, and great in 
power; and will not at all acquit.the wicked, 
The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt; 
Mt and the earth is burned at his preſence; yea, 
the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can 
ſtand before his indignation? and who can abide 
in the fierceneſs of his anger? His fury is poured 
out like _ and the rocks are thrown down by . 
kim. 
How is it poſſible to read woods of ſuch tre. 
| mendous import, from the pen of inſpiration, and 
1 not believe that there is a juſtice in the nature of 
God which leads him to puniſh fin to the uttermoſt 
of its deſerts. We have heard God's prophet on 
this ſubject, let us hear God himſelf. A fire is 
e in mine * and ſhall burn * — 
We 


* 
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loweſt hell; and ſhall conſume the earth with 
her increaſe, and ſet on fire the foundations of 
the mountains. I will heap miſchiefs upon them. 
I will ſpend mine arrows upon them. For I lift 
mine hand to heaven, and ſay, I hve for ever. 
If I whet my glittering ſword,' and mine hand 
take hold of judgment, I will render vengeance 
to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate 
me. I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, 
and my ſword ſhall devour fleſh.” Deut. xxxii. 
22, 23. 

When I read theſe, and many ſimilar paſſages 
of the holy Scriptures, I find myſelf conftrained 
to believe, that God intends to inform that 

there are unalienable rights which belong to 
him— that he 1s jealous of them and can no 
more ceaſe to maintain them than he can ceaſe to 
be- that he abhors thoſe who hate him, and are 
enemies to him and muſt, from the perfection 
of his nature, puniſh. them, either in their own 
perſon, or in the, perſon of their Surety. And 
therefore I find it impoſſible for. me to believe 
with Mr. S. that there is not a juſtice in the na- 
ture of God requiring the payment of the whole 
debt. Becauſe he is the righteous Lord in his , 
| na he maſt exerciſe righteouineſs in his go- 
ernment. Becauſe he is juſt in his nature, his 
3 of grace hath that juſtice for its baſe. 
Juſtice and judgment, that is, juſtice in the exact 
puniſhment of ſin, is the foundation of God's 
throne, Pl. Ixxxix. I4. ; juſt as the ark, which 
..contained the rights of God, was the baſis of the 
mercy-ltat....... 
Seeing theſe things : are ſo, I cannot but grieve 3 
when 4 find Chriſt's profeſſed miniſters attempt- 4 


ing 1 8 - 
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To maim Heavn's perfection, ; 


Break its equal beams, 
And, by opprobrious praiſe, 


41 5 Vndeify even God himſelf. 


In my next, 1 mall conſider our author's erro- 
neous view of God's law. | 
| I am yours, &c. 


ALEX. SIMPSON, 


LETTER V. 


Rev. and PI i Briecbron, Sc. 


LET us now hear the account which Mr. 8. 
gives of the two things which are neceſſary to 


_ conſtitute a law of God. In p. 19, he ſays, 


Two things are neceſſary to conſtitute a law; 
* firſt, that it be enacted by one poſſeſſed of le- 
« giſlative authority; and, 2dly, that the com- 
« mand be enforced with a proper ſanction.“ To 
the firſt of theſe aſſertions, no juſt objection can 
be made. The laſt appears to me impious; be- 


cauſe it is highly diſhonourable to the ſupreme 
Lawgiver, and to his law. Let us examine the 
commands of God a little, as men are now con- 


cerned in the obſervance of them. They are of 


two kinds; thoſe which ariſe neceſſarily from his 


perfect nature, and thoſe which ſpring from the 
good pleaſure of his will. The firſt kind have a 
Teſpect to us as rational creatures ; the ſecond as 

| ſinful 
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nful ys miſerable men, in order to our deli- 
verance, and recovery to God. 

Now, with reſpe& to the firſt kind, I 33 
to the underſtanding of every good man, whether 
he doth not ſee ſuch infinite natural and moral 
perfection in the eyer-blefſed God, as entitles 
him to the ſupreme eſteem, delight, good- will, 
obedience, and ſubmiſſion of every intelligent 
being, independent of any arbitrary penalty de- 
viſed by Divine wiſdom? And I appeal to every 
enlightened. Chriſtian, whether he hath not an 
intuitive perception, that there muſt be ſuch an 
exceeding ſinfulneſs in hating this glorious Being, 
and in oppoling his government, as deſerves, in 
the ſtricteſt juſtice, to be puniſhed on its own ac- 
count? And with reſpect to natural affection, 
benevolence, integrity, veracity, Juſtice, . fide- 
lity, chaſtity, and other virtues, I appeal to the 
common ſenſe of mankind, if they do not ſee 
an innate excellency that renders. them. obliga- : 
tory, apart from any arbitrary regulations of 
wiſdom. Paul tells us, Rom, i. 32; © that, the hea- 
thens, who had broken the moral laws of God, 
knew that they were worthy of death.“ This 
was not from any knowledge they had of. an ar- 
bitrary penalty ſpringing from the love of God, 
but from the deciſion of conſcience concerning 
the innate evil of their crimes. For the = 
reaſon,” even the barbarians who are mentione 


by the apoftle, decided, that enz wo 


not ſuffer a murderer to live.” 


As to the commands which ſpring. from the 
love of God, it is to be obſerved, this will is the 
reſult of infinite knowledge, and love; 990 Wiſe 
dom, for accompliſhing the nobleſt of purpol; 
the recovery: of a part of mankind from. fin, and 
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miſery to the love, and 5 and enjoyment N 


God for ever. 
This will of God, therefore, being perfect in 


ittelf, and the will of the Sovereign of the uni- 


verſe, and having ſuch infinitely excellent de- 
figns in view, muſt bind to obedience on theſe 
grounds. No doubt, it is fin to diſregard the 
penalty; but it is not an arbitrary penalty: it is 
a penalty that is deſerved. And the ſin, even 
here, when traced to its true principle, conſiſts 
of contempt of God, who informs, that the dam- 
nation of men is juſt, Rom. iii. 8. Let us attend 
to another train of evidence. | 
When God gave the ten eümmand ments on 


| Mount Sinai, were they net laws that bound to 


obedience,” till once an Aren ß penalty was 
annexed? Who dare” ſay ſo? Mr. S. ought 
to lie low before the great Majeſty of hea- 
ven and of earth, for writing in fo degrad- 
ing a manner of kim. I pray God to forgive 
him. Even the deſerved penalty was not de- 
clared at that time, except with reſpect: to the 
tranſgreſſion of two of theſe laws. Moſes tells 


us, Deut. v. 32, that when God gave them to 


11 the, affembly i in the mount, out of the midſt 
of the fire, he added ud more. Did the reſt not 


bind? Ves. Jehovah prefaced them with the 


unchangeable grounds of obedience; I am the 
Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage.“ Theſe 
are the ſacred words Which bind. Therefore our 
valuable Shorter Catechiſm teaches, that becauſe 
God is the oh. and our God and Redeemer, we 
are bound to keep all his commandments. Our 
author's doctrine, therefore, that God's com- 


mands are not laws binding to obedience, apart 
ben an arbitrary penalty, is N of a deadly 


nature, 
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nature, tending to give men deſpicable views of 
God, and of his laws, and naturally leading to 
commit every kind of tranſgreſſion with greedi- 
neſs; becauſe, if men can be brought to believe 
that God's commands have no innate excel- 
lency that binds to the keeping of them, they 
can eaſily, I think, be brought to believe, that 
it is impoſſible God, from his love, ſhould annex 
the penalty of eternal damnation to the tranſ- 
greſſion of them, though Mr. S. ſhould teach 
otherwiſe. This doctrine, therefore, goes to the 
plucking up of morality among men, as well as 
of Chriſtianity, by the very roots. If any em- 
brace it, Chriſtians need not wonder, though in 
the righteous judgment of God, they ſhould be 
left to be guilty of mental reſervation; hypocriſy, 
diſimulation, lying, deceit, and any crime that 
promotes a preſent intereſt. And honeſt men 
can have no ſecurity againſt them, but in the 
particular providence of God. I cannot think 
Mr. S. faw theſe Pernicions RTE Eel of his 
doctrine. 

I have certainly written much more than 
enough to make it evident, that the obligation 
to obey the commands of God is not founded on 
any penalty ſpringing from the law of God, ei- 
ther in whole or in part, as this author teaches; : 
but in the infinite perfection of God himſelf, and 
in thoſe glorious relations in which he hath been 
graciouſly pleaſed to place himſelf to men. Yet 
I find myſelf ſtrongly inclined to add a few other 
ſentiments on the ſubject. If the obligation to 
obey the commands of God were founded on any 
arbitrary penalty, or even in the tremendous 
curſe of the law itſelf, then it would certainly 
follow, that where ver God freed men from the 

penalty, 
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penalty, he freed them from the obligation to 
obedience. But all believers in Chriſt are freed 
from the penalty, both on earth and in heaven. 
Paul tells us, true ſaints on earth have not received 
the ſpirit of bondage again to fear. John affures us, 
that perfect love caſteth out fear. This cannot 
mean fear conſiſting in reverence for the awful 
perfections of God, becauſe divine love ſtrength- 
ens this. It muſt therefore mean the fear of the 
penalty. From this penalty, Paul aſſures us, ge- 
nuine believers in Chriſt are freed. There is 
no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Je- 
ſus; Rom. viii. 1, Now, what horrid blaf- 
phemy would it be againft God, to fay, that by 
freeing ſaints on earth and in heaven from the 
penalty of his law, he thereby freed them from 
all obligation for ever to love and obey him. 
Such contequences as theſe ſhould put every be- 
liever in Jeſus, every lover of God and of his pure 
commandments, on his guard againſt embracing 
a ſyſtem in which they are virtually contained, 
however confidently the author may aflert, that 
it is a pearl digged out of the holy Seriptures. 'It 
is truly diſtrefling to find an author, who affects 
fo great a ſuperiority of talent and knowledge 


of the Scriptures above his brethren, -publiſhing !_ 


ſentiments to the world ſo eontrary to the infinite 
excellency of God, his holy word, and ſound 
philoſophy. They are allo completely ſubverſive 
of the atonement of Chriſt, and our explanatory 
ſtandards on that ſubject. O that it would pleaſe 
God to prevent him from denying the Lord that 
bought tim! left he bring upon mg and 
others ſwift deſtruction. 
Jam your's, &c. 
ALEX. SIMPSON. 


LE T- 
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LETTER VI. 


Rev. and dear Brethren, &c. 


1 PROCEED now to ſtate our author's erroneous 
view of the deſign of God in the giving of his 
laws to men. In p. 19, 20, he fays, God o_ 
„ ciſeth his authority over men, not merel 

« make a diſplay of his power and dominion, bo 
« to promote the welfare of his ſubjects. A wiſe 
and affectionate parent, poſſeſſed of unlimited 


authority, will not exerciſe it in oppreſſing his 


offspring. He endeavours to exerciſe it for 
the purpoſe of making them happy. In this 
„very light we ought to contemplare the opera- 
« tions of God's authority, in enacting the laws 
„% which he hath given us.“ This, in my view, 
is a very unſeriptural account of the deſign of 
God in the giving of his law. 

It ſeems to me, that by the expreſſion, * not 
merely to make a diſplay of his power and do- 
« minion, but to promote the welfare of his ſub- 
jects,“ one of two things mult be intended, ei- 
ther that a diſplay of power and dominion was 
one end of God in the exerciſe of his authority, 
and the happineſs of his ſubjects another; and ſo 
we have two ends, or that God exerciſeth his 
power and dominion for the purpoſe of making 
his ſubjects happy; and thus we have one end, 
and the mean of accompliſhing that end. If two 
ends are intended, our author is certainly miſta- 

ken 


2? 5 


ken as to the firſt ; becauſe it is impoſlible that 
an infinitely wife Being can exercile his author- 
ity merely for the purpole of making a diſplay of 
power and dominion. The exerciſe of power 
and dominion are not final cauſes; they are 
means of accompliſhing ends. Even wiſe men 
do not exerciſe their power but for ſome valuable 
end. Therefore I think it fair to underſtand our 
author as intending to ſay, that as wiſe parents 
exerciſe their authority for the purpoſe of making 
their offspring happy, in this very light we ought 
to view the operations of God, in the enacting of 
thoſe laws which he hath given to us. Had this 
author, in any other part of this publication, 
given us any account of God having any higher 
end in view than the welfare of his ſubjects in the 
enaction of his laws, I would have underſtood 
him here to mean, that God intended the wel- 
fare of his ſubjects as a ſubordinate end, not- 
withſtanding of his mode of expreſſion. But this 
is ſo far from being the caſe, that he is at pains 
to confine our views only to this, and to the way 
in which thoſe laws attain this end, namely, by 
our obedience to them. . Not that God 
can in the leaſt be profited by the moſt perfect 
4 obedience poſſible, or that, in any degree, the 
keeping of this law can entitle man to a re- 
ward; but as the eating of wholeſome food is 
* rewarded by the pleaſure it gives us, and its 
happy effects on our conſtitution, ſo the obſer- 
4 yation of theſe excellent precepts is amply re- 
+ warded in the pleaſure and real profit Which 
.* this yields to the willing mind.” 
Thus I think it is clear, that our author cond 
ders man's happineſs by obedience to God's com- 


monde enforced by, a penalty deviſed by wiſdom, 
as 
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as the ultimate end which he had in view in 
enacting them. Here, then, God having a ſus 


eme view to his own glory in the giving of his 


law, 1s wholly excluded ; as though, becauſe our 


obedience cannot poſſibly profit him, therefore 
he could not poſfibly have himſelf ſupremely i in 


view in any other reſpect. 

The doctrine of our explanatory ſtandards, and 
of all the reformed churches, is, that God, for 
his own glory, hath fore-ordained whatſoever 
comes to paſs; conſequently, according to them, 
this was his ſupreme end in the giving of his 
law, as one of thoſe things which God hath fore- 
ordained. Here we are told by this author, 


God's Aalen, in the giving of his n was the 


happineſs of his ſubjects. - 
We have ſhowed there are no laws of God of 
the nature which Mr. S. has taught; and there- 


fore I am not now to reaſon againſt an imaginary 


deſign in giving imaginary laws: but we ſhall 
ſuppoſe, for the ſake of argument, that Mr. S. 
intended the true laws of God contained in the 
holy Scriptures, as ſtated by God himſelf, and 
that God's end in giving them was, that, by 
obeying them, his ſubjects might be happy. 


It appears, that the doctrine of God acting 


with a ſupreme view to his own glory, is a polar 
truth of the holy Scriptures, and agreeable to 
the dictates of the human underſtanding in its 
moſt improved ſtate. It is the pretended im- 
pProvements of philoſophy which combat this doc- 
trine ; and, alas! it hath many ſecret and open 
enemies among proud philoſophers and inconſi- 
derate divines. Becauſe the carnal mind is 


enmity againſt God, it is not ſubject to his law, | 


be ä can be.“ Their argument is 
E b 


of 
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of the following purport; God is infinitely per- 
fect in himſelf, and independent of all his rea- 
tures. Since this is ſo, he cannot poſſihly have 
any intereſts of his own. to ſetve in his deſigns or 
acts / without himfelf,, ſeeing none of them can 
enlarge his being, encreaſe —— — 
heighten his bleſſedneſs; — av his, Sn 
end in his works muſt be, the happineſs of his 
8 creatures. They add, We condemn a man who 
| acts from a ſelfiſh. diſpoſition, and we, approve of 
* | difintereſted conduct. The principle Within us, 
that pronounces judgment in this manner, we 
have from the Author of our nature; and there- 
fore we ought not to believe that he acts from a 
principle himſelf, which we are formed by our 
nature to condemn. There muſt be a. detect 
ſome where in this reaſoning; let us try to w_ 
cover where it lies. n e 30M done 916 

It it certain that God is infinitely. perfect in 
himſelf ; and therefore it is ĩmpoſſible that he can 
act with the view of making any addition to his 
being, perfection, or bleſſedneſs. But doth it there- 
fore follow, that there is no other poſlible ſenſe in 
which, he can make himſelf his end? No, eer- 
tainly. On the contrary, for this very reaſon, 
that he is all- perfect, he muſt make himſelf his 
fupreme end in all that he doth. That omni- 
ſeient Eye, which ſees that the created univerſe 
is as nothing compared to him, . pronounces, that 
it is unchangeably fit he regard himſelf nicely 
beiore this nothing , 

: Before God. Wray the weld, there ag no- 
ies: but himſelf, the high and lofty: One that: 
inhabiteth eternity. He ſaw, then, that his own 
infinite glories were entitled to his ſupreme re- 
Sand, and he regarded them accard¹ He 
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was firſt, he was all to himſelf from eternity. 
-Fhis was infinite fitneſs. When, therefore, he 
deſigned and created the univerſe, this firſt re- 
ſpect to himſelf behoved to continue the ſame, 
becauſe he is unchangeable. Thus it appears, 
that the defect of the philoſophers' argument lies 
in the inference which is drawn from the perfec- 
tion of God. For though, becauſe God is infi- 
nitely perfect, he cannot act to make an) addi- 
tion to himſelf; yet, becauſe he reſpected him- 
felf ſupremely from everlaſting, and is unchange- 
able, he muſt, in all the deſigns and acts of his 
wiſdom," goodneſs, and power without hinaſelf, 
have this ſame reſpect to himſelf; and all created 
-happineſs muſt be fabordinate. ro/this, + as to his 
witdorh {hall ſeem meet. | o1d8 
As to the other part of the argument, itis 5 
ewe but not ſolid. It is true, there is a principle 
in our nature which approves of diſintereſted con- 
duct; but it is not true, that there is a principle 
in our nature that condemns every kind and 
every degree of ſelfihneſs. The Author of our 
nature has made the love we owe to ourſelves the 
ſtandard of our love to others: This could not 
poſſibly be, if every kind of ſelfiſhnets was cri- 
minal. The fact is, we pronounce, without he- 
ſitation, that man a fool, an ideot, or a madman, 
who is loft to all ſenſe of ſelf-intereſt. Who doth 
not behold, with admiration, a nation calmly, 
yet firmly, declaring and afſerting what belongs 
to them as individuals. It is the ſelfiſh deſpot 
that baſely invades the rights of men, and ſa- 
crifices the labours, the property, and the happi- 
neſs of individuals to his wa and | apa; 144 _ 
We r 
15 E 2 2 Shall 
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Shall we admit, then, what cannot be denied, 
that individuals have rights which are unpre- 
ſeriptable; which it is honourable to maintain; 
and which all governments on earth ought to 
have in view, to recover or to ſecure to the indi- 
viduals who compoſe their ſubjects: and ſhall we 
deny that God hath rights of his own which it is 
infinitely juſt that he ſhould maintain? Here is 
no mean, no criminal ſelfiſhneſs; no ſacrificing 
of a greater to a leſſer good; but a communica- 
tion of happineſs to countleſs myriads of crea- 
tures of different kinds; [notwithſtanding the 
higheſt provocation from millions of them, yet ſtill 
ſubordinate to God's ſupreme reſpect to his own 
infinite perfection. This appears to be unchange- 
N able fitneſs, unerring rectitude, moral beauty. 
Call it what you pleaſe. This is honour to whom 
-honour is due. And God cannot be the leſs bound 
to it, that he is himſelf the Being who poſſeſſes all 
this glory. Supreme perfection ought to have a 
firſt reſpect to ſupreme perfection. This is the 
moral rectitude of God's nature, and therefore 
it muſt be the moral rectitude of his wille in all 
his defigns, and in all his acts. 
Beſides, there is a ee of a 00 im- 
h 1 nature, which follows from the doctrine of 
God giving man a law for his own happineſs 
without any ſupreme regard to himſelf. It is 
this, that the more a man had a regard to God 
in the keeping of his commandments, the more 

| "he would be guilty of breaking them. 
If God's deſign, in giving the law, is the hap- 
inch of men, without a ſupreme reſpect to him- 
4elf, then, if a man obſerve the law from a ſu- 
| N love to God, he obſerves it from a _ 
| eiple 


— 9 . ] 4 =" 
9 „„ W C 5 
8 n * . pp 
9 * 2 ; | 
we 1 * N 
* f N 6 
: 


(7) 
ciple that, by the ſuppoſition, makes no part of 
the law; and, if I perform an act from a ptin- 
eiple that makes no part of the law, I fail in 
what is moſt eſſential in obedience, namely, a 
proper principle of obedience; and I tranſgreſs 
in that which is moſt eſſential in tranſgrefſion, 
namely, a wrong principle of action. May it 
pleaſe God to give Mr. S. and every one of us, 
more exalted conceptions of himſelf as the / AH, 
and more humbling views of our own nothing- 
neſs before him! hers to! 3 
15 LI am, your's, &c. 


LETTER vn. 


Dear Brethren, Oc. 


TRE human mind hath made great diſcoveries 
in the works of God which fall under its obſerva- 
tion, and learned to apply the laws of nature to 
uſeful purpoſes in human life. But with reſpect 
to the knowledge of God himſelf, it is not a 
guide to be depended upon. Though God is 
not far from any of us, for in him we live, and 
move, and have our being; yet men, unaided 
by revelation, at beſt only grope in the dark, if 
haply they may feel after God, and find him. 
But the fact, proved by experience, and the teſ- 
timony of God himſelf, is, that the world by 
wiſdom knew not God;” 1 Cor. i. 21. To the 
unerring light of revelation, therefore, we hes 


C3) 
to betake ccdeives for information on this great 


| ain 7 hut is the ſupreme echd:of Go in wil his 
works.” In' theſe ſacred records; we have very 


particular information on this ſubject. In Rim: 


Ti. 36, the apoſtle Paul informs us, that “ of 


him, and through him, and 20 him are all things; 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen.“ Solomon 
tells us, that God hath madle all things for 


bimſelf;“ Prov. xvi. 3. Redemption, the muſt 


excellent of all God's works with which we — 


acquainted, is declared, in all the parts of it, 


be for the glory of God. Thus, being wade 
in Chrift, before the foundation of the world, to 


be holy, and without blame before him in love; 
and * predeftination to the adoption of children, 


by Jeſus Chriſt, unto himſelf,” are declared to 
be to the praiſe of the glory of his grace ;” 
Eph. i. 4—6. The angels inform us, that, in 
the greateſt expreſſion of God's goOd-will to men 
in the gift of his Son, he did not forget himſelf; 
« Glory to God in the higheſt.” This flood firſt; 
and on earth peace, good-will toward men ;” 
Luke ii: 14. The faithful: Witneſs informs us, 


that he ſought not his own glory, but the glory 


of. him that ſent; him” John vii. 18. This was 
his higheſt end in all that he became, in all that 
he. did, and in all that he ſuffered. I have glo- 


rified ches on the earth, I have finiſhed the work 


which thou gayeſt; me to do;“ John |xvii. 4. 
This was the end he prayed his Father to accom- 
pliſh, and this was the end which his Father told 
him he both had and Would again accompliſh. 


Father, glorify thy name. I have both glo- 


rified 3 and will glorify it again; ;” John xii. 28. 


The end which Chriſt had in view to accompliſh 


by his death was, that thoſe who are ſaved by 
It 
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( 99 ) 
it“ might, not live wnto themſelves, but id him 
who! died for them. ;” 2 Gor- V. 13. (This, by 
the way, is a certain evidence that he is the true- 
God; otherwiſe it would be conſtant idolatry to 
live to him.) In another place, the apoſtle tells 
us, that true Chriſtians: are not their own, they 
are bought with a price; and therefore they 
are to glorify Gad with their bodies and with their 
ſpirits, which are God's; 1 Cor. vi. 20. In 
heaven, the redeemed are ſo fully ſatisfied with 


God being exalted above all, that this is the 


ground of their grateful ſong to the Lamb; 
« They ſung a new ſong, ſaying. Thou art wor- 


thy to take the book, and to open the ſeals 


thereof; for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed 
us. unto God: by thy blood.“ 

In full agreement with all that 1 wk dd 
from the holy Scriptures, of God's deſign, and 


the deſign of Jeſus Chriſt, in the work of re- 


demption, we are told, that when God creates 
his ſpiritual children, it is for his glory; For I 
have exeated him for my glory; Ia. xliii. 7. All 
their holy diſpoſitions, and the exerciſes of theſe 
diſpoſitions, and the fruits of theſe exerciſes, have 
the ſame noble end in view. Abraham was 
ſtrong in faith, giving glory. to God; Rom. iv. 

20. The divine love of ſaints manifeſted; in ſend- 

ing relief to other poor ſaints, was to the glory of 
the ſame Lord; 2 Cor. viii. 19. God fays of 
holy praiſe, that whoſo offereth it glorificth 
im; Pf. I. 23. Paul tells us, that the confeſ- 

ſion that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, is “ zo the glory of 
God, the Father; Phil. ii. 111 And our great 
Prophet ſent from God infornis us, that the higheſt 
end _ all the holy fruit of the obedience of the 


ſaints, 
8 


( 49 ) 
ſaints, is the glory of his Father: Herein is my 
Father plorified, that ye bear much fruit; ſo ſhall 
ye be my diſciples;” John xv. 8. The firſt and 
great commandment which he gives to men, is 
a ſupreme regard to God: Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
foul, with all thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength, 
This is the iet and great commandment. The 
firſt end which he commands his diſciples to have 
in view in all their pray ers, is the glory of God: 
„ Hallowed be thy name.” And the motives 
which he authoriſes them to urge in their prayers 
have all an excluſive reſpect to God: For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever. Amen.“ 
When God led his people through the wilder. 
neſs, among other things which he did for them, 
he gave them his law. He had ſubordinate ends 
in doing this, and one that was ſupreme. What 

was it? He led him about. He inſtructed him. 
He kept him as the apple of his eye. As an 

eagle ftirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her 
young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings; ſo the Lord alone 
did lead him, to make unto himſelf an everlaſting 
name;“ Deut. XXX11. 10—12. Iſa. Ixil. 12, 14, 
compared. Falſe philoſophy would have it, that 
God's glory is ſubordinate to the happineſs of the 
creatures ; but the God of all knowledge aſſures 
us, that he intends the higheſt happineſs of the 
moſt favoured. part of his creation as the means 
of promoting his glory : © The Lord ſhall be 
thine everlaſting light, and the days of thy 
mourning hall be ended. Thy people alſo ſhall 


be all righteous. | They mall inherit the land for 
| | ever, 


| 
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ever, the branch of my planting, the work of 
my hands; hat I may be glorified 7 II. Ix. 20, 
21. 18 ö | 

I have one thing more to add; it is this. Cer- 
tainly it is reaſonable to believe, that the higheſt 
end which is attained by obedience to the law, 1s: 
the higheſt end which God had in view in the giv- 
ing of the law: but that is his own glory; That 
God in all things may be” glorified, through Jelus 
Chriſt ; to whom be praiſe and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen.” 1 Pet. iv. 11. Theſe, and 
multitudes of other paſſages of the holy Scrip- 
tures, make it manifeſt, that though the welfare 
of God's ſubjects cannot but be agreeable to his 
nature, conſidered in itſelf ; for God is love: yet 
the higheft end of all his defigns and acts, is not 
their welfare, but a fupreme regard to himſelf; 
and their e ſubordinate to this, as to 
his wiſckom ſeemeth meet. It is impious, there- 
fore, in a divine, when giving an account of 
God's defign in giving his law, to leave that out 
altogether which is infinitely higheſt with God, 
in the giving of it. But this furniſhes us with 
another reaſon why our author may have been 
led to deny vindictive juſtice to belong to the 

nature of God. 1 „ 

Becauſe, if the law of God have frot a ſupreme 
reſpect to himſelf, there cannot poſſibly be an in: 
finite evil in the tranſgreſſion of it; and conſe- 
quently there could be no juſtice in God leading 
him to puniſh it on that account. May God en- 
able Mr. Smith, arid every one of us, to fee 
cleatly, that it is infinitely fit in God to regard 
himſelf ſupremely in his laws! and that the ef- 
ſence of fin conſiſts in its contrariety to him, as 
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David acknowledged, when he made his confel. 
tion, © Againſt thee, thee only, have I ſinned. 1 


Jam yours, &c. | 
ALEX. SIMPSON, 
1 F R Vm. 


| Thar Brethren and Chri ian, | | 
Wax Mr. Smith wrote his eee Let- 


ters in June 1790, he had a particular intereſt in 
appearing to the common people under the in- 


ſpection of the Synod of Relief, to be of the 
ame faith with his orthodox brethren, as it is 


contained in our explanatory ſtandards; and 


therefore it was greatly fitted to impoſe upon 


their ignorance and credulity to write as he did: 
That, to the utmoſt of his power, he guarded 


4 againft contradicting our ſtandards in the ſub- 
« jects which he had publiſhed, and law no rea- 
« ſon to depart from the opinion of our fathers 
„as to. doctrine,” P. 29, Letters. This, no 
doubt, might anſwer the purpoſe of the moment 
among the uninformed, who were diſpoſed to 
think favourably of Mr. Smith; but, when he 
publiſhed ſome of thoſe very ſubjects about two 
years before he publiſhed his Letters, he gave 
his readers a very different account of things. 
He told them in his preface to his Eſſay on Truth, 
and the heretical periprmance which is bound 

up 
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up with it, © That it was of great importance to 
purge popular ſyſtems as much as poſſible from 
„every thing abſurd and unſcriptural.” Ac- 
cordingly, in one of theſe publications, he wrote 
expreſsly againſt the doctrine of our Lord's atone-* 
ment, as it ſtands in our ſyſtems; and in p. 5 of 
his preface, he told his readers, that he propoſed 
to continue the plan, if it met with the appro- 
bation of the public; and to canvals, in the ſume 
manner, a number of important articles in our 
creed: and therefore he entreated ſuch as fa- 
voured the undertaking, to ſend him materials 
for a ſcriptural illuſtration of man's original ſtate 
—the fall-—the covenants—human nature before 
converſion—good works—the goſpel, &c. 

Now, as he wrote againſt the account of our 
Lord's atonement, as contained in our ſtandards, 
and propoſed to canvaſs theſe ſubjects in the ſame 
manner, it is, I think, a fair concluſion, that he 
wiſhed to purge the popular ſyſtems from the 
doctrines on theſe ſubjects, as they are taught in 
our ſyſtems. When a Chriſtian compares theſe 
facts together, how can he refrain from relieving 
his heart by a ſigh, and exclaimin g, How art thou 
Fallen“ 

Whether any perſon favoured Mr. Smith with 
materials for this undertaking, is beſt known to 
himſelf. What we are concerned with, is that 
which he hath thought proper to lay before the 
public. The two covenants ſtate the different 
ways of obtaining happineſs before God; the one 
by the perfect obedience of Adam, in caſe that 
was yielded; the other by the perfect obedience 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Mr. Smith teaches a way differ- 
ent from either of theſe ; and therefore we are 


warranted to ſay, it is a way in which no child 
F 2 4 of 
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of Adam exer did, or ever will find happineſs it 
is, an imperfect fort of a covenant of works by 


the obedience of the ſons of God. Let us exa- 
mine it with care. 


„Two things, he ſays, are neceſſury to conſti- 
tute a law : firſt, That it be enacted by one 

oſſeſſed of legiſlative authority ; and, ſecondly, 

That the command be enforced by a proper 
ſanction. God exerciſeth his authority over 
men, not merely to make a diſplay of his 
power and dominion, but to promote the wel- 
tare of his ſubjects. A wiſe and affectionate 
parent, poſſeſſed of unlimited authority, will 
not exerciſe it in oppreſſing his offspring. He 
endeayours to eſtabliſh and exerciſe it for the 
purpoſe of making them happy. In this very 
light we aught to contemplate the operations 
of God's authority, in enacting the laws which 
he hath given unto us. Hence the unſpeak- 
able delight which his children have in obey- 
ing the ſtatutes of their God; not only beeauſe 
they are good in themſelves, and beneficial tg 
us, but alſo as they are a teſtimony of the great 
kindneſs and care of our heavenly Father. The 
Spirit of God declareth that man to be bleſſed 
who delighteth in his law, and meditates upon 
it day and night; Pf, i. 12. O how dol love 
thy law,” ſaid David. © Thy words are ſweeter 
to me than honey from the comb, and more 
to be deſired than fine gold. In keeping of 
them there is great reward; Pf. xix. Not 
that God can in the leaſt 4 profited by the 
moſt perfect obedience poſſible, or that in any 
degree the keeping of this law can entitle man 
to a reward. But, as the eating of wholeſome 


tood is rewarded by the pleaſure it gives us, 
WS and 
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4 and its happy effects on our conflitutivns ; fo 
„ the obſervation of theſe excellent precepts is 


_ « amply rewarded in the pleaſure and real profit 


© which this yields to the willing mind. Hence 
the ſons of God, from experience, can tell how 


e jt is better for them than their meat and their 


drink to do the will of their e e F ather.“ 


P. 19, 0 


Here our author fines wo things : the end of 
God in the laws which he hath enacted, namely, 
the welfare of his ſubjects; and the cauſe or mean 
by which that welfare is obtained, namely, our 


obedience, It is true, Mr. Smith ſays, this obe- 


dience cannot in any degree entitle man to a ve 
ward; but, at the ſame time, he teaches, that 
there is ſuch a connection between this cauſe and 


effect as there is between the eating of wholeſome 


food, and the rewards of pleaſure and health. 
Now it is certain, that though the eating of the 
food, or the food itſelf, cannot entitle to the 
rewards of pleaſure and health, yet the one is, 
by the conſtitution of God, the cauſe of the 
other, Thus, according to him, the keeping of 
thelaw is the cauſe of our welfare, though it do 
not intitle to it; as wholeſome food is the cauſe 
of health, though it doth not intitle to it. This 
is a doctrine, not only totally unfounded in the 
holy Scriptures, but in flat contradiction to them. 
It is very certain, that God holds out his law to 


man as a cauſe of his happineſs, though it could 


not entitle to it in reſpect of right by merit ; but 
it is not to that kind of obedience which his 


people on earth yield that his promiſe is annexed. 


It 1s to a perfect obedience. The law faith, © The 


man that doth them ſhall live in them ;” that is, 
a that 


— 
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that doth them perfectly. But this law, being 
once broken in the leaſt iota, it fails of this effect 
for ever. It worketh wrath, not happineſs; 
Rom. iv. 1 5. It curſetn every one that conti- 


nueth not in all things that are written in the 
book of the law;” Gal. iii. 10. And it holds 
out happineſs to this kind of keeping, not with 


the view of making any man happy in this way, 


but that man, by ſeeing that he cannot be happy 
in this way, may find this law a ſchoolmaſter 
to lead him to Chriſt,” that he may obtain hap- | 
pineſs through him; Gal. iii. 24. 

If the perfect law of God, being bree in the 
leaſt iota, curſes every one who continueth not in 
it, certainly the obedience of the ſons of God, 
which every moment comes ſhort of what the law 
requires, cannot be the cauſe of their happineſs, 
as wholeſome food is the caule of happy effects 5 
our conſtitution. _ 1 

It is very true that, in keeping nende 
of God, there is great reward; but our obedience 
is not the cauſe of this, as wholeſome food is the 
cauſe of health. The perfect obedience of the 
Son of God unto death, is the cauſe of ſaints be- 
ing happy in keeping God's commandments. 


This was the cauſe of the happineſs which David 


felt in the keeping of them. Happineſs comes 
by promiſe; God gave it to Abraham and David 
by promiſe; and all the promiſes of God are in 
Chriſt yea, and amen. His obedience is the 
cauſe of all the ſons of God being rewarded with 
the laws of God themſelves. They are written 
on their hearts. This is itſelf a great reward. 
In this way they have the holy Spirit given to 
_ enabling them to keep thele laws lincerely. 

They 


* 
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They have the promiſe of the Spirit through: 
faith; Gal. iii. 14: and in this way they have 
all the pleaſure and the happineſs which er feel 
in the keeping of them. - - 
He, therefore, who teaches, that the bar 0 
of the ſons of God comes by their obedience, as. 
pleaſure and health come by eating of wholeſome: 
food, teaches in effect that Chriſt died in vain. 
O that my head were waters, that I might weep 
for this brother, who is ſo far removed from the 
grace of Chriſt to another goſpel! The law of 
truth ſhould be in our mouth, and; iniquity 
ſhould not be found in our hips. For the prieſts” 
lips ſhould. keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek 
the law at God's mouth; for they are the meſſen-- 
gers of the Lord of hoſts... If we depart out of 
the way; if we cauſe many to ſtumble at the 
law; if we corrupt the covenant of Levi; the 
Lord of hoſts will make us baſe and contemptible 3 
before all the people, according as we have not 
kept all his ways, but have been Partial in the 
law ;” Mal, li. 6—9. | 
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Lam guts, &c. 
ALEX. SIMPSON. 


LETTER IX. 


Dear Brethren, &c. 


1 PROCEED now to conſider our author's very 
unſcriptural account of our Lord's atonement. 
| | He 


cy 


He ſeems to think he hath made moſt Hnperts . 
ant diſcovery on this ſubject; and is at great 
pains to prepare the minds of his readers for re- 
ceiving it, by repreſenting it as a pearl digged 
out of the moſt valuable mine in the world ; and 
all thoſe as agents for the devil who ſhall prevent” 
it from being added to the treaſure of our know- 
ledge. Let us hear him ſpeak for himſelf. He 

« who digs a truth out of the Scriptures, which 
« hath long been buried under the traditions and 
_ © errors of his fathers, and declares it before the 
reſents a valuable pearl to the church, 
' method by which the grand adverſary 
* ſhalt prevent that addition to the treaſure of 
our knowledge, is to excite his agents to array 
„ that diſcovery in heretieal robes, and then re- 
preſent its author as the foe of God and men yy 
P. FI. That the author meant himfelf, who has 
made this diſcovery, and that it reſpects his view 
of our Lord's atonement, is certain from his 
words, p. 53, This is the form of that argu- 
« ment which I have endeavoured to illuſtrate;“ 
ſee p. 9—13. Here we have got into this di- 
lemma, either to renounce the doctrine of our 
Lord's atonement, as it is contained in our Con- 
feſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and receive Mr. 
Smith's pearl, or elſe be conſidered by him as 
an agent for the devil, if we oppoſe its being re- 
ceived as an addition to our knowledge. Now, 
though I do not believe Mr. S. is intentionally the 
foe either of God or man, yet I find myſelf under 
the neceſlity of oppofing his doctrine, even 
though it is at the expence of being repreſented 
as an agent of the devil; not becauſe it is con- 
trary to popular ſyſtem, but becauſe I am certain 
it is * to the word of God. 

But 
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' But, that I may do all juſtice to this author, I 
ſhall beg my reader's indulgence, while I lay be- 
fore him, in a page or two, a conciſe view of our 
author's whole ſcheme, of which his account of 
the atonement 1s a leading part. It is extended, 
in his publication, through more than forty 
Pages. . 

The Father of mercies, from his unbounded 
goodneſs, mercy, and wiſdom, hath given us a law 
the moſt excellent, juſt, and good, wiſely ſuited 
to our preſent ſituation ; ; p. 19. This law conſiſts 
of two parts; the commands of God, and a pe- 
nalty. The commands, therefore, do not bind to 
obedience apart from the penalty; becauſe the 
penalty is one of the things that is neceſſary to 
the conſtitution of a law; p. 19. The penalty, 
therefore, cannot be deſerved by tranſgreſſing 
the command, but it ſprings from the love of 
God, in conjunction with the precept; p. 45. 

This penalty was deviſed by the wiſdom of God, 

and is regulated, as to its nature and extent, ra- 
ther by wiſdom and goodneſs than by juſtice ; ; 
for there is no rule known to us by which the 
proportion between the precept, (I ſuppoſe our 
author means the tranſgreſſton of the precept) 
and the nature and extent of the penalty, can be 
determined. This is arbitrable to the legiſlator ; 
p. 29. The ſole deſign of the penalty is to, eſta- 
bliſh the 1 of the legiflator, and enforce 
obedience; p. 20. The deſign of the law is the 
welfare of God's "fubjeds 3 P. 19. God's glory is 
wholly left out. This welfare is obtained by obe- 
dience ; not that obedience entiNesqo it, but it is 
cauſed by obedience, juſt as pleafure, and the 
profitable effects to our conſtitution, are caul- 


ed by eating wholeſome food; p. 20, This is 
| G the 
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the x way that our heavenly Father hath taken to 


promote our beſt intereſts; p. 21. And there- 
fore, if the penalty annexed to the precept be 
not regularly inflicted in caſe of diſobedience, the 
law would loſe its force; the authority of the 


law be diſregarded ; and all the gogdneſs and 


care of our heavenly Father defeated. From 
this ariſeth the neceſſity of puniſhment ; p. 21. 

„ 'Theſe laws, conſiſting of commands of God, 
which do not bind to obedience, unleſs an arbi- 
trary penalty, ſpringing from God's love, and 


deviſed by his wiſdom, had been added to them, 
were broken. All the ſufferings which God had 


meaſured out for his own Son, when he becamea ſa- 
crifice ſubſtituted in the place of the guilty, muſt 
of neceſſity by him be endured ; p. 28. Theſe 
ſorrows contained in them that very anguiſh 
which muſt be born by the wicked for ever in 
hell ; with this difference, they behoved to make 


Aa deeper impreſſion on a guilty than on a pure 
and innocent mind; p. 28. An impreſſion ten- 


fold more awful and heavy; p. 49. This pe- 
nalty, ten-fold more awful and weighty to the 
guilty than to an innocent perſon, was inflicted 
upon his own Son with inflexible ſeverity; p. 46. 
But it was not all that puniſhment that was in- 
curred by many millions. That would have been 
no illuſtration of the penalty, nor any emblem 


of what individuals had to expect; p. 29. For 


the ſole deſign of the penalty ſpringin g from love, 
was to eſtabliſh the authority of the legiſlator, 
and enforce obedience; p. 20: and therefore 
the deſign of God in inflicting this penalty ten- 
fold eaſier to an innocent perſon than to the 
guilty, was to eſtabliſh his authority among men, 
and magnify that law which he had given to 

„ "nent 
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men for their welfare, by obedience to it; be- 
cauſe the drinking of this cup by Chriſt ſerves 
the ſame purpoſes in the government of the 
world which the execution of the penalty upon 
tranſgreſſors doth; p. 28. For, as the chief rea- 
ſon why al wiſe and affectionate parent puniſheth 
a diſobedient child in the preſence of his bre- 
thren, 1s to eſtabliſh his authority over the whole 
family, and to keep in awe; ſo the Father 
of mercies regulated the ſafferings of his own 
Son, who was puniſhed openly in the midſt of 
his brethren, in the manner which he ſaw beſt 
calculated to maintain his abba Coma th over 
his own family; p. 46.“ 
This, to the beſt of my judgment. is a true 
ſkeleton of Mr. Smith's ſcheme, -and the ſum of 
his account of our Lord's atonement is: Men have 
become guilty betore God, by breaking com- 
mands which he gave them for tifeir happineſs, 
but which did not bind to obedience apart from 
an arbitrary penalty ſpringing from God's love, 
and deviſed by his wiſdom. God, in the great- 
neſs of his love, appointed his Son to bear this 
arbitrary penalty, without any mitigation, in 
the place of -the guilty ; and he really bore it : 
but it was ten-fold lefs awful and heavy to an 
innocent perſon than to the guilty. The deſign 
of Gad, in inflicting this penalty, was not to re- 
ceive any ſatisfattion to vindictive juſtice; for 
there is no juſtice of this kind in God]; but it was 
to prevent the law from loſing its force, which 
God had given to.men that they might be happy 
in keeping of it, as men have pleaſure and real 
3 to their conſtitution in eating wholeſome 
00 
Now, "hong God's torn are not of the nature 
G 2 | which 
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which our author has ſtated, as I have - already 
ſhewed ; ſeeing they bind on other grounds. than 
an arbitrary penalty ; ſeeing God never gave to 
men any ſuch laws, with the view that they 
might be made happy i in, or by obedience to 
them, it is evident it muſt be impoſſible that 


ever men could become guilty by tranſgreſſing 


them: and therefore it is impoſſible that ever 
any ſuch arbitrary penalty could be endured by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Thus our author's diſcovery, de- 


clared before the world, and preſented to the 2 


church as a valuable pearl, is ſo far from being 
digged out of the holy Scriptures, that it is im: 
pollible it could ever have a being in them: and 
therefore it cannot be admitted as an addition to 
the treaſure of our knowledge, but ought to be 
rejected as an abominable error, bringe from 
the enemy of God and man. 

The commands of God are laws. They: bind 
to obedience, becayſe he is Jehovab, our God 
and Redeemer, independent of all arbitrary pe- 
nalty. He- hath given them to men ultimately 


for his own glory. The tranſgreſſion of them 


deſerves God's wrath and curſe, both in this life 
and that which is to come. This was the curſe 
which Chriſt bore, in the eſſence of it; and, by 


bearing it, made atonement. But of this in my 


next. O that it would pleaſe God to convince 
men of the great evil of © bringing in damnable 


hereſies, denying the Lord that bought them, 
and bringing upon themſelyes ſwift deſtruction !” 


I believe Mr. Smith is very far from 5 76540 > 
MibenGjonally,, bur, alas! he is doing ſo e 


I am, yours, &c; | 
ALEX. SIMPSON. 
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1 things, among others, appear to mie to 
have had a confiderable influence in miſleading 
the judgment of Mr. S. on the important ſubject 
of our Lord's atonement. He ſeems inconfider- 
ately to have adopted a firange propoſition as 'a 
ſort of firſt principle, which is not true in itſelf; 
and then he ſeems to have drawn a concluſion 


from it which by no means follows; though the 


propoſition had been true. The propoſition is 
this; There is no rule known to us by which 
the- proportion between the precept of God, 


and the nature and extent of the penalty; can 


„ be known ;” p. 29. His coneluſion, therefore, 
is, It is willom and goodnels, rather than juſ- 


0 tice, which regulates the nature 1 extent of 


the penalty ;” p. 29. 
The propoſition 1s certainly not true; for the 
works of the law written on the heart of the 
heathens taught them, with reſpectto many crimes, 
that they who committed them were worthy 
of death.” And we Chriſtians know, that ſin, 
being in its nature enmity againſt a Being of 
infinite perfection, it muſt have an infinite moral 
evil in it on this account; and therefore muſt 
deſerve an infinite puniſhment ; for, as the de- 
merit is, ſo the puniſhment ought to be. This is 
A a clear as and reyelation furniſhes 
# abun- 
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abundant data for it, of which no Chriſtian writer 
ought to be ignorant. 

But, admitting the propoſition had . true, 
our author's concluſion is illogical. For doth it 
follow, that though we were ignorant of the pro- 
portion between the tranſgreſſion of the precept, 
and the nature and extent of the penalty, that 
there is none? May there not be a proportion, 
though men were ignorant of it? May not God 
know 1t, though men did not? If this author 


could have ſaid with truth, there is no proportion 


known to God between the tranſgreſſion and the 


penalty, his concluſion would have been juſt, that 


the penalty Was arbitrary. But to infer, that 


becauſe a man is ignorant, therefore the penalty 
muſt be arbitrary, to God, is reaſoning of Ines 


1 hope Mr. S. hath ſeen cauſe to be aſnamed. 


Surely, it is infinitely more worthy of God, 10 


canceive of him as puniſhing ſin becauſe it de: 


ſerves it, than to ſuppoſe that from love he de- 
viſed P penalty. of eternal damnation, and laid 


that nalty, in part at leaſt, upon his own Son, 
in order to eſtabliſn his authority, and enforce 


* obedience, for man's welfare, juſt as pleaſure and 
health are got by eating wholeſome food; which, 
after all, for near 6000 years, has failed-univers 


ſally of that effect. This is a view of God which 
fills one with horror; and it is aſtoniſhing how 
Mr. S. could let any thing drop from his pen, 
which Warrants; a concluſion of this kind. 


But it is time to conſider what the Scripture 
ſays concerning our Lord's atonement; ': ' 


Among men, an atonement is that which ap- 


peaſes the anger of a perſon, by ſatisfying his | 
claims for ſame * K b * 


The 


ſpects. The law requires perfect love to God. 


En) 
The atonement of our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt con- 
ſiſted of that done and ſuffered by him in the 


ſtead of his people which ſatisfied all the claims 


of God's juſtice for their fins, and thus a oppeaſed 
his anger againſt them. God is not bound by his 
nature to acts of grace toward ſinners. He may 
do with his own what ſeemeth good unto him; 
but if he determines to forgive ſin, his perfect 
nature binds him to do-it in a way that manifeſts 
the contrariety of that nature to this evil thing. 
If ſin be committed againſt himſelf; if the very 
eſſence of the evil of it conſiſts in this, that it is 
contrariety to him, the ground of puniſhment 
muſt lie here alſo. This is the view which God 
himſelf gives us of the ground of puniſhment. It 
is not becauſe a man doth not conſult his own 
happineſs, properly ſpeaking, that God puniſhes 
his fin, This is only a finite evil, and can only 
deſerve a finite puniſhment. The eſſence of the 
evil of fin 15 wanting here, namely, its enmity 
againſt an infinite Being, in all his perfections, 


and in all his relations... N either is it becauſe ſin 


is a tranſgreſſion of God's law, in an abſtract point 
of view, that he puniſhes it. It is true, ſin is 


defined by the apoſtle to be a tranſgreſſion of the 


law, and therefore it may be argued that the pu- 
niſhment of ſin is intended as a ſatisfaction to the 
law. But I aſk, what law 1 is it of which fin is 


the tranſgreſſion ? Is it not the law which re- 


quires the perfect love of God? Certainly. The 
evil of tranſgreſſion, then, doth not conſiſt in 
acting contrary to a rule apast t from every thing 


elſe, but it lyes in acting contrary to the ſu- 


preme love of him whom the law ſupremely re- 


Sin 


& 


(56) 


Sin is a tranſgreſſion of this perfect law. The 
evil of it, then, conſiſts in its being done againſt 
him. He is the perfect judge of that in which 
the evil of ſin conſiſts, and the infallible informer 
of the ground for which he puniſhes it. 

Let all the earth be filent before Nini. None 
elſe is judge” in this matter ! but God. Speak, 
Lord, and thy ſervants will hear. © God is jea- 
lous, and the Lord revengeth. The Lord re- 
vengeth, and is furious: The Lord will take 
vengeance on his adverſaries, and he reſerveth 
wrath for his enemies. Na. i. 2. Here God, the 
Judge, tells us, that it is as men are h:s adverſaries 
and enemies that he taketh vengeance. Again, v. 8, 
« Darkneſs ſhall purſue hir enemies.” In Deut. 
xxxii. 41, God ſays, I will render vengeance 
to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate 
me.” In like manner, Iſa. lix. 18, According 
to their deeds, accordingly he will repay fury to 
his adverſaries, recompence to his enemies.” 
Again, Ifa. Ixvi. 14, The hand of the Lord 
ſhall be known toward his ſervants, and his in- 
dignation toward his enemies.” On this ſubject, 
of the ground of the puniſhment of fin, it ap- 
pears to me of great moment to obſerve, that 
when God ſpeaks of his puniſhing fin in hell, he 
takes particular notice that the cauſe of it 1s tranſ- 
greſſing againſt him; And they ſhall go forth, 
and look upon the carcaſſes of the men that have 
tranſgreſſed againſt me; for their worm ſhall not 
die, neither ſhall their fire be quenched ; and 

they ſhall be an abhorring unto all fleſh ;” Ifa. 

IXvi. 24. And in Rom. ii. 5, this puniſhment of 

the wicked in hell for hating God, and finning 
| 5 him, is ſaid to be © the revelation of the 
| bien 
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rb judgment of God.“ Oh! if we ſaw more 

clearly the horrible evil of enmity againſt God, 

we would ſubſcribe more readily to the perfec- 

tion of his nature, neceſſarily leading him to pu- 
niſh it on its own account. 

Now that puniſhment which ſin a | 
Chriſt ſuffered. The righteouſneſs of God's na- 
ture armed Omnipotence with yengeance. It 
cannot extort. This is in juſtice, It cannot, how- 
ever, but exact. The offence is infinite in deme- 
Tit ; the ſatisfaction, therefore, muſt be infinite 
alſo; otherwiſe infinite demerit would ſtill be 
unatoned for. Accordingly we are informed, 
that. © the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of | 
us all,” The*reaſon of puniſhing any fin on its 
own account, holds good as a reaſon for puniſh- 
ing every fin; becauſe the nature and tendency 
of it againſt God is the ſame: and therefore, 
when it is ſaid, The Lord laid upon him the 
iniquity. of us all,” it muſt mean, that be in- 
flicted the whole of the puniſhment, which the 
ſins of his people deſerved. 

Now, what ſin deſerved was the curſe of God. 
That Chriſt was made; Gal. iii. 13, Ghriſt hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us.” Here we are inſtructed, 
that the, curſe which Chriſt was made had in it 
a correſpondence” to the curſe which the law 
threatened. But the law threatened a curſe for 
every tranſgreſſion in every degree of it. It ſaid, 
„ Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law, 
to do them; * Gal. ili. 10. Seeing, then, that 
Chriſt ſuffered the curſe which the law threat- 
ened, he muſt have given full ſatisfaction to the 

* 


1 : 
. 
4.4 


1 

juftice of God for every kind and every degree of 
tranſgreſſion againſt which the curſe was de- 
nounced; otherwiſe part of that curſe would 
ſtill remain againſt the believer in Chriſt, who 
had not continued in all things which the law 
required. But this is eontrary to the apoſtle's de- 
Flaration, that „ Chriſt hath redeemed them 
from the curſe of the law.” There is another 
Seripture from which the fame conclufion may 
be drawn with equal force, In 2 Cor. v. 21, the 
apoſtle ſays, For he hath made him to be ſin 
for us, who knew ho fin, that we might be made 
the righteoufneſs of God in bim.“ Now, the 
righteouſneſs of God is certainly the fighteouſ- 
neſs which God, in his grace, made the condi- 

tion of life to his people, in caſe his holy law - 
Was broken. That grace made no change of the 
penalty incurred by breaking the holy command- 
ments of God. It made a change only as to the 
perſon who who ſhould ſuffer that penalty. That 
perſon was God's own Son, choſen by God him- 
felf, with which ſubſtitution the Son declared 
himſelf well pleaſed ; “ To do thy will,” he ſaid, 
« I take delight.” When, therefore, it is faid, 


God made him to be fin,” it cannot mean he 
made him unholy. This was infinitely impoſ- 
fible, either for God to cauſe, or for Chriſt to 
become. Tt muſt therefore mean, that God pu- 
niſhed him for fin. This was either in part or in 
whole. If in part only, this was not the righ- 
teouſneſs of God, becauſe it was not the righte- 
ouſneſs of the law. Seeing, therefore, that Paul 
fays, God made Chriſt fin for us, who knew no 
ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him,” that righteouſneſs muſt confiſt of 
3 : | & the 


„5 pg 


the whole that the law required; that is, the 
whole penalty, as well as its precept. This 1s 
the righteouſneſs of the law. The righteous 
Lawgiver ſays, © Thou ſhalt by no means come 
out of priſon till thou haſt paid the uttermoſt far- 
thing;” Matth. v. 26. Thoſe for whom Jeſus 
Chriſt was made ſin were in priſon. Chriſt came, 
« to ſay to the priſoners, Go forth.” It muſt 
therefore be by paying the uttermoſt farthing. 
This is the true nature of the atonement of Chriſt. 
This made the ſacrifice of Chrift © an offering of 
a ſweet-ſmelhng ſavour unto God.” This © mag- 
nified the law, and made it honourable ;” but 
this could never have been ſaid with truth, if it 
had not been equal to the claims of the law. It 
_ exalted the law in the righteouſneſs of every thin 
that it threatened, becauſe it was infinite ſatiſ- 
faction for infinite demerit. - It was the blood of 
God for the ſin of man. The law never had ſuch 
honour, nor was it poſſible it could. This is the 
true nature of the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
being a true and full atonement to God for all 
the tins of all his people, the pardon of all 
ſins becomes an act of juſtice to ſinners of every 
{ſize and of every nation, who have faith in his 
blood. God intended to glorify his perfections 
in the ſalvation of men, in a myſterious kind of 
operation, We can ealily ſee how mercy ſhould 
be glorified in pardoning the guilty ; but the 
pardon of what is committed againſt God himſelf, is 
an act of the ſtricteſt juſtice in God; ſo that, it would 
be unjuſt to withhold it from him that believeth 
in Jeſus: this was a kind of operation of juſtice, 
worthy of the wiſdom of God to contrive, and no- 
thing but that wiſdom was equal to it, Whom 
| God hath ſet Fare. to be a propitiation through 
| * faith 
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faith i in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs, for 
the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through the 
forbearance of God. To declare, 1 ſay, at this 


time hzs righteouſneſs, „that he might be juſt, and 


the juſtifler of him who believeth 1 in Jeſus.” Rom. 
8 

If any reader wiſhes for more evidence than I 
have given of our bleſſed Redeemer having ſatisfied 
the vindictive juſtice of God, I would recommend 
to their ſerious peruſal the Rev. Mr. Bell's tranſla. 
tion of Peter Alinga, one ſentiment, in p. 32, (I 
ſuppoſe inadvertently expreſſed by the author) 


_ excepted ; and alſo Mr. Bell's own anſwer to Dr. 


M*Gill, with his judicious note, p. 246. 1can- 
not refrain from recommending alfo three diſ- 
courſes on the Divine and mediatorial character of 
Jeſus Chriſt, by the Rev. Patrick Hutchifon, mi- | 
niſter of the golp el in Paiſley. © ' 
May God, for the ſake of the great atonement, 
remove every ſtumbling block out of the way of 
Mr. S's underſtanding it's true nature, and con- 
vince him that other pearl, as a foundation, can 
ok man hed | 

hy I am yours, &c. 


ALEX. SIMPSON. 


. 


LETTER X. 


1 PIR Bend en &c. 


WIIN 1 look into the holy Scriptures I fi 
the inſpired writers repreſent the penalty of God's 


law, next to ſin itſelf, as the greateſt of all evils. 
| „„ 


mw © (Dd 


61 ) 
On the other hand, Jeſus Chrift, and the fulyarion 
of God by him, are repreſented as the greateſt of 
all bleſſings. My reaſon, my conſcience, and my 
feelings as a man and a Chriſtian lead me to pro- 
nounce in this manner; and I preſume other 
Chriſtians perceive, and judge, and feel, as to 
theſe ſubjects, juſt as I do myſelf. 

The penalty of the law, and the curſe of the 
law are two words of the ſame meaning. The 
curſe of the law a finner is commanded to dread, 


and to flee for refuge to Chriſt, that he may be 


delivered from it. Salvation in all it's extent we 
are commanded to receive, and to behold the ma- 
nifold wiſdom and marvellous goodneſs of God, in 
providing it for a loſt world. 

But Mr. S. would have his readers to believe 
a moſt impious doctrine, which, like tranſubſtan- 


tiation, will not believe for me, nor, I may ſafely 


affirm, for any man, Mr. S. himſelf not excepted. 


It is this, that, though the penalty of God's com- 
mands is conſiſtent with juſtice, yet in that which 


was inflicted on Adam and his poſterity for his 
diſobedience, we are directed chiefly to behold the 
manifold wiſdom and marvellous goodneſs of God. 
Nay, as though it would not have been enough to 


have placed this propoſition by itſelf, this daring 


raſh writer claſſes it on the ſame ſcale of goodneſs 


with the gift of righteouſneſs and the grace of 


God by Jeſus Chriſt; though I hope he did not 


intend that his a ſhould conſider them as 


of equal magnitude. His words are: | 
In God's procedure with man, two things are 


« very remarkable. The firſt is, that by one man's 


« diſobedience many were made finners. The ſe- 


* cond is, that by the-obedience of another many 


are made righteous: By one offence death en- 
— . : | 40 : 
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tered into the world, and paſſed upon all men; 


+ ſo, by the death of one man, the gift of righ- 
« teouſneſs and grace, of God reign through lite 
* unto many. Though both theſe are conſiſtent with 
« juſtice, yet we are directed chiefly to behold in them - 
4 ff manifold wiſdom and marvellous goodneſs of 
„„ 

This author tells his e in his flimſy and 


| ungentlemanly letters, publiſhed at Dundee, that 


he ſaw no reaſon to #15. 46 from our hers as to 
doctrine. Now what is the doctrine of our fa- 
thers, as to the penalty of God's law. It conſiſts, 


according to them, of thoſe evils to which the ſin 
of Adam expoſed himſelf and all his poſterity. 
The Weſtminſter aſſembly of divines, the Church 
of Scotland, the ſynod of Relief, and all the Pro- 


teſtant churches, fo far as Il know, in the world, 
teach that the firſt offence of the firſt man brought 
mankind into a ftate of fin and miſery. They 
ſay, that the ſtate of fin conſiſts in the guilt of 
Adam's firſt fin, the want of original righteouſneſs, 
and the corruption of our whole nature, together 
with all actual tranſgreflions which proceed from 
. 

And they teach that the miſery of this ſtate 
conſiſts in the loſs of communion with God, lia- 
bleneſs to his wrath and curſe, to all the miſeries 


of this life, to death itſelf, and to the Pains of 
Hell forever. 


Now LI aſk this or, WE ig it is to be found, 


from the beginning of Geneſis to the end of the 
Revelation, that we are chiefly directed to behold 


God's marvellous goodneſs in theſe tremendous 
evils? or if he can ſeriouſly think it poſſible that 
God, who delights in mercy, and to whom judge- 


Mets is a ſtrange works can direct men chiefly to 
behold 


(63.5 

behold his manifold goodneſs in 1 that which ex 
poſes them to endleſs and inconceivable 'miſery ? 
This new ſpecies of impiety attempts to confound 
the nature of things, and to deſtroy the eternal 
diſtinctions which God hath taught us to make, 
both by his word and by our reaſonable nature, 
between his different perfections and their differ- 
ent effects. 

Did Paul teach the churches that though r none 
of the evils which came upon the Jews for reject- 
ing the Meſſias were inconſiſtent with juſtice, yet 
they were directed chiefly to behold in them the 
marvellous goodnefs of God ? No. He conſidered 
goodneſs as a quite different kind of thing; and 
he marked the difference fo clearly, that no Chriſ- 
tian can miſtake. Behold, therefore; the good- 
neſs and ſeverity of God, on them who fell feve- 
rity, but towards thee goodneſs; > Rom: XK I2. 

Again, did the apoſtle tell the Romans, that in 
the indignation and wrath, the tribulation and 
anguiſh which awaits every foul that doth evil, 
though there is nothing inconfiſtent with juſtice, 
yet we are directed chiefly to behold the mar- 

vellous goodneſs of God ? "x o; but in theſe hor- 
rible evils we are directed to behold the revelation 
of the righteous judgement of God ; Rom. 11. 5. 

I cannot fee how it is poſſible for any enlighten- 
ed Chriſtian, whoſe heart is made tender by the 
{pirit of God, not to be ſhocked when he finds this 
author claſſing the curſe of the law, deſerved by 
fin, with the "falvation of Chrift, as objects in 
which we are directed chiefly to: beliold the mar- 
vellous goodneſs of God. 

I know Mr. S. has a fort of falvo for this con- 
duct, in his ſcheme, compoſed of different par- 
ticulars, ſuch as, that the commands of God are 
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not laws apart from the penalty; that the pe- 
nalty ſprings from the love of God; and that God 
makes great uſe of this penalty, both as threat- 
ened and. inflicted on the wicked in hell, and on 
his own ſon in the room of his people, for pre- 
venting ſin, and exciting to — —4 | 
As to the firſt of theſe articulars, we have al- 
ready ſhewed that it is altogether unfounded in 
revelation; and muſt be PR becaule it is impoſ- 


ſible in the nature of things; therefore no more 
needs to be ſaid in anſwer to it. 


With reſpect to the ſecond particular, it is 
true Mr. S. hath taught that the penalty ſprings 
from love, and was deviſed by wiſdom; but he 
has not pretended to prove any of theſe aſſertions 
either from Scripture or philoſophy. Indeed both 
of theſe ſources fail him here, juſt as they do in the 
former particular; but beſides this he has over- 


turned all ſupport to his cauſe from this quarter 


by the account which he himſelf has given us of 
the nature of the penalty : for he tells us, thar 
by one man's diſobedience many were made ſin- 
ners, and that by one offence death entered into 
the world, and paſſed upon all men ;” p. 29. 
Now, will any man of ſober reaſon ſay, that it was 
poſlible that all mankind, being made finners, and 
{ubjected to death, could ſpring from the love of 
God? 

Our author's e therefore, that the penalty 
ſprings from love, can do him no ſervice in this 


part of his fakeme, both becauſe it is untrue in 


it{elf, and becauſe his explication of 1 it ſhows that 


it is an evil, and not à good. 


As to our author' s third 8 be i it ſo that 
God makes uſe of the penalty for preventing ſin 
and enforcing obedience, yet that ſurely cannot. 

prove 


© 8) 


prove, that though it is not inconſiſtent with juſ- 
tice, yet we are directed chiefly to behald, in the 
execution of it on mankind, the marvellous good 
neſs of God, juſt as we are to behold the marvell- 


aus goodneſs of God in the ſalvation of Chriſt. 


Surely thoſe who ſhall feel this penalty for ever | 


will not think the execution of it marvellous good - 


neſs to them; and as for the ſaints in heaven, we 
do not find them ex pre ſſing themſelves in lan- 
guage like our author, ſaying, * Though the pe- 


nalty is not inconſiſtent with juſtice, yet we are 


directed chiefly to behold thy manifold wiſdom, 


and marvellous goodneſs in the execution of 
* it,” but they ſay, True and righteous are thy 
judgments, Lord God Almighty.” Rev. xvi. 7. 


Certainly the penalty itſelf, and the uſe which | 


God, only wiſe, makes of it, are eſſentially differ- 
ent things. Sin is the greateſt of all evils; yet 
God has made uſe of it for effecting the moſt im- 
portant of all his deſigns, the glorification of him- 
felf in the higheſt manner by the ſalvation of his 
people. But would it not be ſhocking blaſphe- 
my, for this reaſon, to claſs ſin and falyation toge- 
ther, as objects in which, we are directed to behold 


the manifold wiſdom and mar vellous goodneſs ot 


God! b 


In like manner, ſeeing f. in is the cauſe of the 
penalty, and the inflicting of it by a 1 5 hteous 


_ God is repreſented as his ſtrange act, in which he 
hath no pleaſure, as it is miſery to his creatures, 


and ſoeing the ſalvation of men by Jeſus Chriſt is 
the delight of God, it appears to us an high af- 


front offered to him to repreſent him as directing 
us to conſider the penalty as not inconfiſtent with 
- juſtice indeed, but chiefly as that in which his 
maryellous goodneſs is NORD as well, though, 
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not as much, as in his ſalvation by his only ba- 
%% 24TH 098 OW 39 01 


This repreſentation of the curſe, and ſalvation 
from it, appears alſo to us highly diſhonouring to 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. How is it poſſible that he 


can be pleaſed to find a pretended miniſter of his 


placing the curſe due to the fins of men on the 
ſame ſcale of goodneſs with his glorious ſalvation, 
which he thought it worthy of him to make him 
ſelf of no reputation, and ſuffer the curſe of the 
law to procure for his people. Father forgive 


him, for he knoweth not what he doth. 


4 am, yours, &c. „ 
| ALEX. SIMPSON, 


. LE 1 1 
- * 
= 
25 1 * 4 : « . : > 4 * ” a 


ERev. and dear Brethren, Wc. 


MR. 8. profeſſes an high eſteem of the holy 
Scriptures. He would have his readers to believe 


that he has ſearched them with an eye of ſuperior 


illumination and profound diſcernment, and alſo 
with an heart unbiaſſed by attachment to yulgar 
ſyſtems. He thinks himſelf qualified to reform 
theſe, by purging them from unſcripturaldroſs, 
and therefore he would have Dr. Prieſtly, Dr. 
M.Gill, and all the men of talents to believe that 
his doctrines, Which ſtand oppoſed to theſe vulgar 
ſyſtems, are pearls of ineſtimable value, digged 
out of the holy Scriptures, from under the errors 

| and 


G 
and rubbiſh of ſyſtems compoſed by our fathers 


in the times of ignorance. By profeſions of this 


nature the expectations of readers are ready to be 
ſcrewed up to an high key. The evangelical 
part of them, therefore, cannot, I think, but feel 
themſelves diſappointed, when, among other un- 
ſcriptural doctrines, they find our author teaching, 
that it is an eaſy matter to perſuade men to ſeek 
juſtification by the Aan pee of Chriſt. 

His words are, It is not difficult to perſuade 
men to ſeek juſtification through his righteouſ- 
« neſs. They are not ſo eaſily induced to follow 
his example. On this therefore the. preacher 
* ought chiefly to dwell, though the depravity of 
rs induceth them to diſlike the doctrine, 

It is for that yery reaſon neceſſary and import- 
f ant?” 5 
The example which Chriſt ſet before men was 
holy obedience to God, in the very perfection of 


it. It was the perfection of beauty, and made the 


Redeemer always the delight of his Father. To 
be like him is the higheſt ambition of ſaints. This 
is the mark at which they habitually aim; and it 
is juſt as eafy to perſuade this part of profef- 


ſors to follow the example of Chriſt, as it is to per- 


ſuade them to ſeek juſtification through his righ- 
teouſneſs. The holy Spirit of God, which dwell- 


5 eth in them, leads them to reſt on the righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt for their ſafety before God, and to 
follow the example of Chriſt for the glorification 
of their F ather who is in heaven. As to the other 
part of profeſſors, the depravity of their heart 
ſtands every whit as much in the way of ſeeking 
juſtification by the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt as 
it doth in the way of following his example. I 
believe, that t conſults the workings of 

2 | his 
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his own heart, examines human nature accurately, 
obſerves the matter of fact in the world, and cre- 
dits the Divine evidence, will find ample teſti- 
mon of an intellectual and moral pride in man, 
that ſtrongly reſiſts ſubmiſſion to the righteouſneſs 
of Chrift. I advance a ſtep farther, and affirm, 
that as the mind of unconverted profeſſors in- 
creaſes in knowledge, and the heart improves in 
natural virtue, they become much more unwilling 
to ſeek juſtification by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
than to imitate his example ; only after all, it 1s 
not a right imitation, though they may think it is. 
Like a good painting, perhaps it is a ſtriking like- | 
neſs ; but in all unconverted men it cannot riſe 
higher than the imitation of nature by art : a fine 
picture it may be, but without life. As Chriſt 1s 
not made of God unto them righteouſneſs, neither 
is he made ſanctification. At the fame time, as 
they imagine the life of Chriſt confiſted of the 
fame kind of moral excellence with their own, 
they wiſh to be conſidered as imitators of it, while 
they contemn, as fantaſtical, the doctrine of juſti- 
fication freely by grace, through the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt Jeſus. , Among the Jews, thoſe profeſſors 
who were the moſt punctual in obſerving the ex- 
ternal inſtitutions of divine worſhip, were, at the | 
{ame time, the moſt diſtinguiſhed for their oppoſi- 1 
tion to juſtification before God through the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt; and among the learned heathen 
moraliſts the caſe was preciſely the ſame alſo. 
The apoſtle Paul lamented, with an heavy heart, 
that he preached Chriſt crucified, to the Jews a 
'umbling-block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs. 
Chriſt himſelf complained ſadly that theſe Jews 
would not come to him that they might have life. 
And though Mr. S. rafhly dares to tell us it is not 
difficult to perſuade men to ſeek juſtification 


„ „ 
through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, yet God him- 
ſelf tells us, that, in perſuading the Jews to this, he 
u ſtretched out his hand all the day long to a dif. 
obedient and gainſaying people ;” for ſo the apoſ- 
tle applies the Scripture, Rom. x. 21. 

Ihe truth upon this ſubject is, as ſeeking juſti- 
fication in this way preſuppoſes an acknowledge- 
ment of the righteouſneſs of God in our condemn. 
ation, and a renunciation of all ſelf- dependence 
before God, nothing leſs than that mighty power 
which wrought in Chriſt when it raiſed him from 
the dead, is able to perſuade the foul to ſeek juſti- 
fication in this way. So it was foretold, Iſaiah 
ii. 17. The loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed 
down, and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be made 
low, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that 
„% day.” And when this takes place in the ſoul 
of a man, it is not difficult to induce him to follow 
the holy exampleof Chriſt, becauſe now he is unit- 
ed to him as a branch to the vine, or as the body 
to the head ; and as it is natural for the branch to 
bear fruit, or for the body to follow where the 
head influences, ſo it is agreeable to the holy 
members of Jeſus Chriſt to follow his holy exam- 
ple. This one thing they delight to do; / forget- 
ing the things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto thoſe things which are before, they 
refs towards the mark of perfection for the prize 
; ou the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
© Becauſe Mr. S. thinks it is an eaſy matter to 
crfine men to {eek juſtification through Chriſt, 
and difficult to perſuade them to follow his ex- 
ample, he quotes Tit. iii. 8. to prove that it is on. 
the example of Chriſt that the preacher ought 
chiefly to dwell. But, alas ! this Scripture, like 
many en n not to o * underſtood by 
n : him 
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him wiicn. he quoted it, becauſe it is ſo far from 


+ ſapporting his doctrine that, on the contrary, it 


proves that tae preacher ought chiefly to dwell on 
theleadingdeorinesof Chriſtianity as the means ap- 


pointed ot "God for maintaining good works among 


the fſaints. To dweli chiefly on the works which 


a Chriſti ought to perform is no more fitted to 


make him perform them than a parent's conſtant- 
ly teaching a ſon his duty, while he nearly ſtarves 
him for want of food, is titted to make him per- 


form it. 
In the example of Chrift we ſee the high ſtand- 


ard of perfect holineſs; but in the leading doc- 
trines of the goſpel we have the food that ſtrength- 
ens the ſoul for the real imitation of it. Hence 


the apoſtle commands Titus to affirm, not this 
thing conſtantly, as Mr. S. would limit the words 


; 1 of Paul to one kind of thing, the imitation of 
Chbriſt, but theſe things conſtantly. What BGA: 
Let Paul be heard for himſelf. | 


« The kindneſs and love of God our 1 in 


| faying us, not by works of righteouſneſs which we 


have done, but according to his mercy, by the 


wathing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. That being 


juſtifled by his grace, we ſhould be made heirs, ac- 
cording to the hope of eternal life. This is a faith: 
ful ſaying, namely, That thoſe who are juſtified by 
grace are heirs of eternal life; and theſe glorious 
diſcoyeries and expreſſions of the kindneſs and love 


of God our Saviour, I will that thou, QTitus, and 
all miniſters of Chriſt, affirm conſtantly to the end 


that all who have truly believed in God, may, by 


the confideraticn of this love of his, in its great 
and eee efſects, be e careful to main- 


tain 


(38: +2 
tain good works.” _ Theſe things, though in no- 
wiſe the grounds of the juſtification of ſaints be- 
fore God, yet they are excellent in their own na- 
ture, and profitable to men. This; I think, is'the 
plain meaning of the apoſtle. - So he practiſed 
himſelf. I determined, ſaid he to the Corin- 
thians, to know, that is, to make known 
nothing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified.”  'Fhis is goſpel, which Chriſt com- 
manded to preach to every creature. Confor- 
mity to the example of Chriſt, and ſanctifica- 
tion, are the ſame. This maſter in Iſrael hath 
taught us that God's truth known and believed 
by his diſciples is the great inſtrument of promot- 
ing it. Hence his own interceſſory prayer,“ ſanc- 
tify them through thy truth; thy word is truth 3” 
John xvii. 17. The goſpel is the healing balm, 
under the wings of the ſun of righteouſneſs, which 
cures the diſeaſes of the ſouls of thoſe, who fear 
the name of God, by which they go forth in the 
imitation of Chriſt, and grow up fatted in the 
graces of the ſpirit, * like calves of the ſtall ; 3 
Mal. iv. 2 

In the plain promiſes of God, it is the uncor- 
rupted milk of the word by which the babes in 
Chriſt are fed; and, in the decrees of God, and 
tranſactions of the T. rinity in redemption, it is the 
ſtrong meat which ſtrengthens the Chriſtians, who, 
by reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſ- 
cern good and evil. 

It pains my heart, therefore, to aud Mr. S 
teaching that it is not difficult to perſuade men to 
ſeek that through Chriſt which God himſelf tells 
us men refuſed to do, though he himſelf, with the 
greateſt earneſtneſs, ſtretched out his hand all the 
day. perſuading them to it. And it pains m 
heart to find him handling the word of God, 

though 


= E 
though 1 hope not deceitfully, yet untruly, to 
ſupport a Socinian mode of preaching, contrary to 
the example of the apoſtle, and his expreſs direc- 
tions, as well as the import of our Lord's prayer. 
May the Lord the Spirit bring him back from the 
error of his way, and prevent preachers and Chrif. 
tians from being miſled by him. 
I am yours, &c. 


ebb. : "ALEX, "+ JEDI 
„ 2 LETTER 1. 


3158 Dear Brethren, &c. | 
IN this Letter; which is to be my laſt, I propoſe 
to examine ſome other particulars which this au- 
thor hath thought proper to publith to the world. 
In p. 57 he teaches, © That the preacher ought 
« chiefly to dwell on inducing his hearers to fol- 
% low the example of Chriſt.“ This poſition is 
neither ſupported by precept nor example in the 
New Teftament. Chrift told his difciples once; 
that he ſet before them an example of humble 
condeſcenſion for the good of one another. And „ 
Peter told thoſe once to whom he wrote, that 
Chrift ſet his followers an example of meek and 
patient ſuffering ; but whatever Socinian preach- 
ers may do or recommend, certainly neither Jeſus 
Chriſt nor his apoſtles dwelt chiefly on this. Not 
but that it is the intention of Jeſus Chrift to have 
all his followers conformed to himſelf in holineſs; 
but it is the preaching of the goſpel that he hath 
EN. f e 
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pointed” for this 1 becauſe the gofpel . 
brings the holy ſpirit along with it, for conform: 
ing us to this example. This only would I learn 

of Mr. S. if ever he hath received the holy ſpirit, 


did he receive it,” “ by the works of the ! law, or 


by the hearing of faith! Gal. iii. 2. 


Again, Mr. 8. certainly writes in a very in- 
conſiſtent manner, in recommending to teachers 


to dwell chiefly on the example of Chrift, becauſe. 


he ouglit to have known that the obedience of 
eſus Chriſt to his Father was obedience to com- 
mands which had no penalty annexed againſt 
him, in caſe he did not obey them; for, being 
God: as well as man, it was impoſſible but that he 


would obey even unto death. But Mr. S. hath 


taught that God's commands are not laws without a 
penalty. It is therefore very inconfiſtent to re- 
commend to teachers to dwell chiefly on induc- 


ing” their hearers to follow an example, which; 
on his principles, was not obedience to law, and 
which virtually implies in it a giving up with 
obedience, to _— according to him, only binds a 


as 
| We Hedrtly:; join with Mr. S. in m all 
hiſs teachers who covet the approbation of the 


people, by healing the wounds of their fouls too 


ſlightly. But we think this cannot be done in 
the manner Mr. S. ſeems to teach, by oppoſing 
the goſpel to the law; becauſe it 15 God himſelf 
who hath done this, And faithful miniſters have 
only the honour of pointing out that oppoſition, 


as it is recorded by the Holy Spirit. The law is 
not of faith; but the man that doth them ſhall 


live in them. But the juſt by ith ſhall live, or 
the juſt ſhall live by faith. In finding fault 


Men teachers, therefore, for oppoſing the goſpel 


he K to 
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that he may heal by the go pet : In this 6-0 de 
arſus; When the 


leſs I live 3? Gal. ii. 20. 
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to the law, we fear Mr. S. hath inconſiderately 
found fault with him who. 2 by the law, 


wounded and healed Saul o 
commandment came fin revived, and I died;” 
Rom. vii. 9.5 I am erucified with Chriſt neverthe- 


It is the. preſcriptions of Socinians and other 
legaliſts, by which the wounds of the ſoul are too 
flightly. heated. By the imitation of Chriſt, they 
mean little, if any thing more, than the practice of 


natural virtue, and they preſcribe this not indeed 
as the meritorious ground of man's welfare before 


God, but yet as that which is the cauſe of it, % 


as the eating of wholeſome food is the cauſe of bappy 
effects upon our _ conſtitution. Thus they are 


guilty of high treaſon againſt. God, Under the 


pretence of honouring the example of Chriſt, they 
are guilty, of trampling under — the Sonof God; 


they are guilty of counting hs blood. an unboly 


thing. 

The obedience 'of Chriſt - was wc AE of a 
very peculiar kind. It was the obedience of a 
mediator between God and man. It was the 
obedience of one who was God as well as man, 
and therefore it is called in Scripture the righteouſ- 
neſs of God. It was intended to accompliſh a work 
of God, which all the obedience of all the other 
intelligent creation of God could not effect. It was 
obedience which had proper merit in it before 


God, which no mere creature obedience can poſ- 
fibly have. When they have done all thoſe 


things which are commanded them they muſt ſay, 


they are. unprofitable, ſervants.” The obedi- 
ence. of. Jeſus Chriſt, therefore, on the footing of 


after Was able to Purchaſe deliverance from the 
| curſe 
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curſe of the law, and all that poſitive good which 
the veſſels of mercy are to be the ſubjects of for 
ever. To attempt to heal the wounds of the 
ſoul, therefore, in any other way than this, is 
robbing our Lord Jeſus Chriſt of the moſt precious 
jewel in his mediatory crown, and, in ſtead of 
healing, deceives and ſtupifies till there be no 
remedy. The law worketh wrath. It is the 


ſun of righteouſneſs alone who hath the healing 


under his wings. Here is a righteouſneſs com- 
menſurate to every claim, a righteouſneſs which 
magnifies the law and makes it honourable, and 
here is the living water; the holy ſpirit, which 
law knows nothing of, by which alone the domi- 
nion of ſin is broken, the love of ſin is exchanged 
for the hatred of it, the love of God produced, 
and tlie true imitation of Chriſt, turning to God; 
carried on effectually in the ſoul of a ſaint. 
VUnconverted men have a better opinion of 
fonal- virtue for healing the wounds of the ſoul, cha 
of the ſtripes of a crncified Galilean. So Naa- 


man the leper, thought Abana and Pharpar, ri- 


vers of Damaſcus, better than all the waters of 


Ifrael for healing him. But God's prophet thought 


otherwiſe.” | Go,“ ſaid he, “and waſh in Jordan 
« ſeven times; and thy fleſh ſhall come again to 
« thee; and thou ſhalt be clean.“ Happily the 
leper was convinced of his miſtake ; he obeyed 
the prophet, and was healed. Jeſus Chriſt is the 
fountain opened by God himſelf for healing. 
Here we muſt waſh, or die of our wounds; for he 
that hath not the ſon hath no a the wrath of 
God abideth on him. 

In p. 58, Mr. S. expreſſeth himſelf in terms of - 
ſtrong diſapprobation of thoſe who defire to hear 
nothing other than the . doctrines of chriſ- 

K 2 5 rianity. 


(s) 
tianity. His words are very rẽmarkable. Thoſe,” 
he ſays, who have attended to the conduct of 
$ mankind; and the cauſes from which:it proceeds, 
* will agree, that, in general, thoſe profeſſors 
„who deſire to hear nothing other than the pe- 
+ cular doctrines of chriſtianity, and are unhap- 
* ply indulged with a doctrine ſuited to their in- 
*clinations, become full of ſpiritual pride, illibe- 
+ ral; uncharitable, deceitful, and bad members of 
« ſociety. They are greedy of gain; unfaithful 
in friendſhip, backbiters, indocile, and cruel.“ 
Afterward he repreſents men who defire to hear 
nothing other than theſe doctrines, as having a | 
depraved tafte, and that teachers who accommo- . 
date their doctrine to this taſte, cheriſh! the vi- 
tiouineis of their hearts, and will have an e 
account to give in on the day of judgement. 
Alas] it is an undoubted fact that many of * 
hearers of the guſpel are chargeable with the fins 
he hath mentioned, yet it by no means follows 
that this is owing to the cauſes which he aſſigns. 
Certainly neither the peculiar doctrines of the goſ- 
pel, nor the hearing of them, are, in their own na- 
ture, fitted to produce or cheriſh ſins of any kind. 
They are doctrines we gs godlineſs; and a 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit. If indeed 
men miſtake their true nature, imagining theſe 
doctrines provide for their ſalvation, while they 4 & 
indulge themſelves in ſin, no wonder if they be- 
come full of ſpiritual pride, like the Jews, who 
believed God was their father; but divine doc- 
trines and miſtakes about them are different things, 
and their effects ene not to * contountded with 
one another. e eee vt 
J con tote ON | Paul 
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Paul tells hs, “ he determiiſtd to know nothing 
among the ee eee Jeſls: Chriſt! and 
him cradhed® en en gigi bi bay oft: 
iNet vthea but mich a writer as Mr. S. Al8837 has 
ſhown' himſelf to be, would dare td ſay that the 
deſirei of hearing nothing other than Jeſus cru- 
cified was a depraved taſte, and filled them with 
ſpiritual pride and: other fins; and that Paul, for 
having fuited His doctrine to this taſte; has an 
aw ful account to give in on the day of Judgement. 


But what ſhall we ſay, Mr. S. bath been left; in 


the righteous; judgement, of God, to write againſt 
ſome of the peculiar doctrines of chriſtianity z he 
is no more, therefore, than conſiſtent with himſelf 
when he condemns the deſire of hearing them and 
alſo the teaching of them. We have already 
ſeen that he hath wrote againſt the Father and 
the Son; Ido not mean intentionally, dut I ſay 
actually. In his carnal man's character, and ſup- 
plement, he hath, in the fame. manner, wrote 


againſt the Holy Spirit. This, though it can give 


no favourable opinion of our author as a Calvin- 
iſtic divine, may help to account both for the 
reſpectful manner in which he writes of ſome of 
thoſe Socinians who reject the doctrine of our Lord's 

atonement altogether, and for the unmerited groſs 
abuſe of all the Calviniſtic divines that ever were, 
or now are in the world, who have underſtood the 
apoſtle Paul, from Rom. vii. 14, to the end of 
the chapter, as ſpeaking of himielf, and deſerib- 


ing the conflict between ſin and grace in his ſoul 


after his converſion. As to ſome who reject the 
doctrine ofour Lord's atonement, ſuch as Dr. Prieſt- 
ly, he repreſents them as men of abilities, talents, 
learning, candour, and worth, p. 54, 59, 60, but 
as' ox: Calriniſtie divines, Who explain the Sat 

age, 


„ 

fage, as IL have men àoned, above a whole ſection, 
conſiſting of near twelve pages of his ſupplement; 
is employed 1n deſcribing them as men of the ve- 
ry worſt of moral characters. The title of this 
ſection is: The guilt with which all thoſe are 
* chargeable, who propagate the ee inter- 
* pretation of this paſſage .. > 

In p. 9. of the carnal man's character, this 
author admits that every part of Rom. vii. from 
the 14 verſe, to the end, is interpreted by Calviniſts 
in a conſiſtency with the apoſtle's real character. 
One would have expected after this, that if he did 
not conſider them as men of abilities, and talents, 
and learning, as he repreſents Dr. Prieſtly, and 


ſome of his kind, at leaſt he would have repre- 


fented them as honeſt men; but, inſtead of this, 
he affirms they are chargeable with the moſt 
eriminalabuſe of the ſacred Scriptures; being guilty 
of perverting and groſsly miſrepreſenting a great 
number of paſſages of the word of God ; guilty of 
uſing a freedom unwarrantable and dangerous; 
guilty of cutting and carving, adding to and 


taking away from the words of Scripture; guilty. 


of directly contradicting God's ſpirit, and making 
him dictate a downright falſehood; guilty of 
abuſing God's word in a manner that cannot be 
examplified by the very worſt heretics, who be- 
heved the Scriptures to be canonical. -Every ad- 
vocate for the general opinion, he ſays, is charge- 
able with this guilt. Dickinſon, Stafford, and others, 
he ſays, have wreſted the words in the ſame man- 


ner; they are all guilty of rendering the word of 


none effect, and ſhaking, to the foundation, the 
fabrie of our faith; guilty of giving the lie to 


the Holy Ghoſt; guilty of labouring to defeat his 


kind purpoſe in behalf of the ungodly ; ' guilty 


of 
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of reti g themſelves in oppoſition to God guilty 
of their blood who periſh in conſequence of em- 
bracing this opinion that Paul is giving an account 
of himſelf as to what he was after his converſion 
in Rom. vii. from the 14. verſe to the end of the 
chapter; guilty of wreſting the word of God in 
a moſt criminal manner; guilty of holding up 
to the world the characterſtic marks of ſinners, as 
certain evidences of grace; guilty of vending « 
Poiſon of a moſt nA nature, even ſoul-killing 
doctrines. 
I aſk my reader if ever he 8 characters 
more deſerving of public execration than theſe. 


Vet I am nowiſe ſurpriſed to find the pen thus 


employed, which hath been lifted up againſt ſo 


many of the truths of God. He tells us God's 


curſe now threatens us, after our fault hath been 
ſet before us; happily for us it is Mr. S. who 
is witnels, judge, and jury. When he wrote theſe 
groſs accuſations, of thouſands of the moſt deſerv- 
ing characters that ever adorned the chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, I hope, like thoſe who crucified our Re- 
dcemer, he knew not. what he did; and therefore 
I pray, Father forgive him. I ſuppoſe that a zeal 
for God, though not according to knowledge, in- 
duced this author to publiſh both his carnal man's 
character and ſupplement : Their ſeveral merits I 
cannot at preſent particularly exami only in 
general, I muſt ſay, they appear ry me an 
- hotch-potch caldron of blind zeal, ignorance, 
error, mangled ſcriptures, untruth, contradiction, 
quaint criticiſm, ſophiſtical reaſoning, unphilo- 
ſopical principles, Antinomianiſm, and groſs un- 


founded accufations of learned divines and pious 
| Chril- 
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